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T ARRIVED at Paris, by a very rapid 
•*• journey, thedayJjcfore the Federa- 
tion ; and when I am difpofed to mur^ 
mur at the evils of my deftiny, I ihall 
henceforth putthispieccof good fortune 
into the oppofitc fcale, and refleft how 
many difappointments it ought to coun^ 
terbalance. Had the packet which con* 
veyed mefrom Brighton to Dieppe failed 
a few hours later ; had the wind been con« 
jrary; in (hort, had I not reached Paris 
at the moment I did reach it^ I ihould 
B hav^ 
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the fpot where the King was feated. In 
the middle of the Champ de MsLrsl*Autel 
dc la Patrit was placed, on which incenfe 
was burnt by priefts drefled in long 
white robes^ with faihes of national rib- 
bon. Several infcriptions were written 
on the altar; but the words vifible at 
the greateft diftance were, " LaNation^ 
Ja Lot, & le Roi*/* 

At the lower end of the amphitheatre, 
oppoJSte to the pavilion, three triumphal 
arches were ereded, adorned, with em- 
blemsi and allegorical figures. 

Theproccffion marched to the Champ 
de Mars, through the central ftreets of 
Paris. At La Place de Louis Quinze^ 
the efcorts, who carried the colours, re-^ 
ceived under their banners, ranged in 
two lines, the National Aflembly, who 
came from the Tuilleries. When the 
proceffion paffed the ftreet where Henry 
the Fourth was aflafiinated, every man 

paufed 
* The Nation^ the Law, and the King. 
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paufed as if by general confent : the 
cries of joy were fufpended, and fuc«* 
Ceeded by a folemn filence. TKis tri- 
bute of regret^ paid from the fudden 
impulfe of feeling at fuch a moment^ 
was perhaps the moft honourable tefti-» 
mony to the virtues of that amiable 
Prince which his memory has yet re- 
ceived. 

In the ftreets, at the windows^ and 

on the roofs of the houfes^ the pebple^ 

tranfported with joy, fhouted and wept 

as the proceffion pafled. Old men 

were feen kneeling in the ftreets, blef- 

fing God that they had lived to witnefs 

that happy moment. The people ran 

to the doors of their houfes, loaded with 

refrefhments, which they offered to the 

troops; and crowds of women furround- 

ed the foldiers, and holding up their 

infants in their arms, and melting into 

tears, promifed to make their children 

imbibcj from their earlieft age, an invi- 

B5 olabie 



olablc attachment to the pfinciples of 
the new conftitution. 

The proceflion entered the Champ 
,de Mars by a long road, which thou- 
fands of people had alTifted in formings 
by.fiUing up deep hollows, levelling the 
tifinggrounds, and jq.re£ling. a temporary 
bridge acrofs the Seine, opppfite to the 
triumphal arches. The order of the 
proceflion was as follows ; 
. A troop of borfe, with trump^t^. 

A great band of mufic. 
. A detachment of grenadiers* . 

The ele^ors cbofen at Paris in ijBq^ 

A band of volunteers^ 

The affemWy of the reprefeotatives 
ofthepeqpk. 
. The nilltary commititee* 

Company of chafieurs. 
. A band of drufns* 

The Prefidents of fixty diftrjas. 

The Deputies of the people fent to 
the Federatioa. 

The 
3 



The AdMiiMftrators of tbe MunicU 
palhy . 
: fiands of mufic and drums. 
Battalion of children, carrying a 
ftandatd, on which was wriitien, 
VEJfemnu it la F^itrie*. 
I>eta€hitient with the colours of the 

national g«ard of Paris, 
fiattaliois of veterans. 
Deputiie^froiiiforty-twi9 dep^rtintitts, 

arranged alphabeticaUy. 
The Otiflamme, or grand ftan^ard 

of the Kings of France. 
Deputies from the regular traoiM. 
'Deputies fix>m the navy. 
jDeputiesfromforty-ohedepartmertts, 

arranged alfo aipJiabetically. 
Band 6f voiunt^er chafieurs. 
Troop of hotfe, with trumpetj. 
Theproceffion, which wasfonajed with 
eight pcrftwisabreaft, entered the Champ 
de Mars beneath the triuniphal arches, 
B 6 with 

f The Hope of the Country, 
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with a difcharge of cannon. Tbedepu* 
ties placed themfelves round the infide 
of the amphitheatre. Between them and 
the feats of the fpe£lators> the national 
guard of Paris were ranged ; and the 
feats round the amphitheatre were filled 
with four hundred thoufand people. 
The middle of the amphitheatre was 
crowded with an immenfe multitude of 
f^ldiers. The National Aifembly walked 
towards the pavilion^ where they placed 
themfelves with the King, the Queen, the 
Royal Family, and their attendants; and 
oppofite this group, rofe in perfpeflive 
the hills of PafTy and Chaillot, covered 
with people. The ftandards, of which 
one was prefented to each department 
of the kingdom, as a mark of brother* 
hood, by the citizens of Paris^ were car* 
ried to the altar, to be confecrated by 
the biihop. High mafs was performed^ 
after which'Monf. de la Fayette, who had 
been appointed by the KingMajor-Ge-. 

neral 
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neral of the Federation, afcended the 
altar, gave the fignal, and himfelf took 
the national oath. In an inftant ever/ 
fword was drawn, and every arm lifted 
up. The King pronounced the oath, 
which the Prefident of the National 
Affembly repeated, and the folemn 
words were re-echoed by fix hundred 
thoufand voices; while the Queen raifed 
theDauphin in her arms, (hewing him to 
the people and the army. At the mo- 
ment the confecrated banners were dif- 
played, the fun, which had been ob« 
fcured by frequent fhowersin the'courfe 
of the morning, burft forth ; while the 
people lifted their eyes to heaven, and 
called upon the Deity to look down 
and witnefs the facred engagement into 
which they entered. A refpeftful filence 
was fucceeded by the cries, the ihouts, 
the acclan^ations of the multitude: they 
wept, they embraced each other, and 
then difperfed. 
You will not fufpe£l that I was an in« 

diiFerent 
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different witnels of fuch a fccfne* Oh^ 
n6{ this was not a time ih which the <iir. 
tindions of cottntry wete retnieml»ere<l. 
It waJs the triumph of human kind $ it 
\va$ man afferting the noWeft privilege 
of his nature ; and it required but the 
common feelings ofhumanityv tt> b^^ 
came in that moment a ciiiaen of tke 
vhorld. For myfeif^ I acknowledge that 
my heart 'caught with eotbttfiafe tls^ 
general fyifepathy ; my eyes wtire filkd 
with tears : and I (haii never forget the 
fef^fatiTons^ of that dayj *^ while memory 
u holds hter feat in tny bofom/'- . , 

Theweatjb^proTedveyiiiifavourjablie 
during the morning of thie Federation ; 
but the minds of peoj^Ie were too much 
elevated by ideas of moral good, to at- 
tendto the phyfit:al evHs of the day* Se*- 
vera! heavy {howers were far from irtter^- 
rwpting the general giiety* The peq>le^ 
When drench ed by the raiti, called out,with 
"exultation, rather than regret, *^' Nous 

fommes 

• Wc arc wet for the nation. 



r - 1 -r 



PROM FRANCE. ^5 

famines mouilles a \sL nation.** Some 
exclaimed, *" La revolution Fran^oife 
qH cimente avec de l'«au, au. lieu de 
fang/' The national g'uard, during 
thfe hours which preceded the arrival 
of the proceffion, amufed the fp^flatot'* 
tef'it7?e dcmie rende^ tad with alhoiafi^nd 
whimfical and playful evokKions., high** 
lyexpreffivc of that gaiety which diftin* 
guiflhtes the Frfench charafter. I h'elieve 
none btrt Frenchihenwoiildhavfe divert- 
ed thertifelves, and haif a million of 
]^ieo|)ie^ Who were waiting in «xpe£ia* 
Uon l>{ a feetie th^ moft felemn upon re-^^ 
cord, by circles of teti thouHind men 
gallo?pihg ^en dance ronde^ But if you 
are dif|!>ored to think of this gaiety with 
itee tJontertipt of fuperior gravity, for I 
^iUnot call it wifdom^ recoUfe^ that 
ihefe dancerJs wiere the very men whofe 
bravery formed the great epocha of 

French 

• ^ tlie French revolution is cemented with wa- 
ter, inftcad of Wood, 
t With dancing in a circle, % In the round dance* 
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French liberty ; the heroes who demo^ 
HOiedthetowersoftheBaftille^andwhofe 
fame will defcend to the lateft pofterity. 

Such was the admirable order with 
which this augu(irpe£laclewas condud* 
ed^that no accident interrupted the uni- 
verfal feftivity. All carriages were for- 
bidden during that day^ and the entrances 
to the Champ de Mars were fo nume- 
rous^ that half a million of people were 
colle6ted together without a crowd. 

Thepeoplehad only one fubjeft of re- 
gret; they murmured that the King had 
taken th« national oath in the pavilion^ 
inftead of performing that ceremony at 
the foot of the altar; and fome of them^ 
crowding round Monf.de la Fayette, 
conjured him toperfuade the King to go 
to the altar^ and take the oath a fecond 
time. *^* Mes enfans/* faid Monf. de la 
Fayette, '* le ferment n'eft pas une ariet« 
te, on ne peut pas le jouer deux fois/* 

Mont. 

* M^friendsj the oath is not an air which can bt 
llayed twice over* 
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Monf. de la Fayette, after the Federa- 
tion, went to the Chateau de la Muette^ 
where a public dinner was prepared for 
the national guard. An inunenfe crowd 
gathered round him when he alighted 
from his horfe, at a little diftance from 
the chateau; and fome Ariftocrates^ 
mixing themfelves with the true wor«> 
fhippers of him who is fo juftly the idol 
of the French nation, attempted to ftifle 
him with their embraces. He called out, 
" * Mais 9 mes amis, vans m*Aotiffez!*' and 
one of his aides de camp, who perceived 
the danger of his general, threw him* 
felf from his horfe, which he entreated 
Monf. de la Fayette to mount. He did 
fo, and haftened to the chateau. 

This incident reminds me of a line 
in Racine's fine tragedy of Britannicus, 
^^here Nero fays, 

+ " J'cmbraffcmon rival, mals c'eft pourrctouflfer" 

Adieu. 

* But, my friends, you ftifle me. 

+ I embrace my rival, but it is to deftroy hiou 
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JL HE Tejoicmgs at Paris did hot ter- 
minate with the ceremony of the Fede- 
ration* A fucceJlion of entertainments^ 
which lafted feveralday^^ were prepared 
for the deputies from thd ^oviQces^ 
who were all quartered in the hoafes 
of the bourgeois, where they were re- 
ceived with the moft cordial hoipitality« 
The night of the 14th of July th« 
whole. city of. Paris was illiKninated i; 
and the next diay ie ci-^ivUni Dnc^ lidw 
Monf. d'OrIeaii«3 gave a public dinnftr 
to the national guiardin the hall of the 
Palais Royal. W^ walked in the even- 
ing round the gallery^ from which we 
faw part of the crowd bdowamufing 
themfelv^s by dancings wMle others 
Irene finging in chorus the favourite 
national fongs. 

On 
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Oft ihe following Sunday the national 
guards wcr^ reviewed* by Monf. de la 
Fayette in the Champ de Mars, which 
was ag^in filled with fpeflators, and the 
people appeared more ^nthufiaftic thaii 
ever in their appkufes of thdr general. 
The Champ de Mars refounded with 
re|)eate<l eries of ♦ " Vjiv^c Monf. de la 
"Fayette! On thistiay earriages were 
igain forbidden^ and the evening dif-^ 
played a fcenc of general rejoicing. 
The whole city was illuminated, and 
crolrds t>f company filled the gardens 
<rf the Tulllerics, from whkh we fAw thfe 
beautiftti fttfodt of the Louvre lighted 
m tlie moR fplendid manner. In* the 
Channps Elyfiees, where a fete was given 
t6 the Deputies, innUlnerable ' lamps 
were hung from one row of trees to an- 
other, aiid filed the moft agreeable bril- 
fiance on thofc enchantingwalks; where 

the 

♦ Long live Monf. de la Fayette. 



20 LETTERS 

the exhilarated crowd danced andfung, 
and filled the air with the found of re- 
joicing. Several parties of the national 
guard came from the Champs Elyfees, 
dancing along the walks of the Tuille- 
xies with a woman between every two 
men ; and all the priefts whom they met 
in their way, they obliged to join in the 
dance, treating them as women, by plac^ 
ing them between two foldiers, and 
fometimes fportively dreffing them in 
grenadiers caps. Fireworks of great 
variety and beauty were exhibited on 
the Pont Neuf; and the ftatue of 
Henry the Fourth was decorated with 
the ornament of all others the moft dear 
in the eyes of the people, a fcarf of na- 
tional ribbon. Tranfparencies of Monf. 
de la Fayette and Monf, Bailly were 
placed, as the higheft mark of public 
favour, on each fide of this revered 
ftatue. 

But 
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But the fpeflacle of all others the 
moft interefling to my feelings^ was the 
rejoicings at the Baftille. The ruins of 
that execrable fortrefs were fuddenly 
transformed^ as if with the wand of ne« 
cromancy, into a fcene of beauty and of 
pleafure. The ground was covered with 
frefh clods of grafs, upon which young 
trees were placed in rows^ and illumi- 
nated with a blaze of light. Here the 
minds of the people took a higher tone 
of exultation than in the other fcenes of 
feftivity. Their mutual congratulations^ 
their refleSions on the horror of the 
paft, their fenfe of prefent felicity, their 
cries of * " Vive la Nation/' ftill ring 
in my^ar! I too, though but a fojourner 
in their land, rejoiced in their happi- 
nefs, joined the univerfal voice, and 
repeated with all my heart and foul, 
^* Vive la nation !** 

LETTEK 

« Long Utc the Natioiu 
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LETTER IV. 

BeFQRE: I fuffcicd my frioodj at Pa* 
ris to conduct me through the u&ial rau* 
tine of qonv^nts* ckurches, aqd pakces* 
I requcfted to. vifit tlie BaftiJJe ; feeling 
a much ftroQger de&re to coDtemp.Ute 
the ruins of that building th,aD the inqil 
perfeft edifices of Pari*. When we got 
into the carriage, our French fervant 
called to the cQachraau> with an air of 
triumph, *^ ^^ A la Baftillc-»~mais nous n'y 
^' refterons pas." We drove under thai 
porch which fo many wretches have Qn-r 
tered never to rcp^fs, and, aUgbting 
froi^ the c^^riage, defceiaded with clif-* 
ficulty into the dungeons, which wcr^ 
too Ip^w iQ ftdwt oi Qur ftajgtding yp-r 
right, aiid fo d^k (hat w^ were olxliged 
at nqon-day to vifit theip(^ with tlve light 
<>f ft C2!AdU. We faw the hooks of thofe 

chains 
* To thcBail^e— kilt wefrdi Bot remain there. 
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chdins \^y which thepFifoners were fad* 
enfdrouod the n^^rk^to the wallsof their 
c^\\^; m^nv or^hichy being below the 
level of the water, are in a conftaiil 
ft ate of bu0iiday ; and a noxious vapour 
iflued from thejUj which more than onco 
e^tip^uifhed the candle, and was fo in«- 
fufferable that it required a ftrong fpirit 
of curiofity to teeipt one to enter. Good 
Godir-^and to thef© regions of horror 
were human creatures dragged at the 
caprice of defpotic power. What a 
melancholy .canfideratiop, that 

. ** Man ! proud man, 

Drcik in a little brief aurfiority. 

Plays fuck fant^ic trick^s before higk heaveop 

A& noake t;lie an^eU weep." 

Ther^ appears to be a greater aumbef 
of thefe dungepnat tl>a* one could hav« 
imagined the ha,r(4 b^an of tyranny itfelf 
would contrive; for, fince.tbe d^flrucr 
tion of the building,npany fiibterrancQUj? 
cells have been difcovered uod^meath 
a piece of ground which was inclofed 

within 
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vithin the walls of the Baftille^ but which 
feemed a bank of folid earth before the 
horrid fecrets of this prifon-houfe were 
difclofed. Some fkeletons were found 
in thefe recefles^ with irons ftill fattened 
on their decaying bones. 

After having vifited the Baftille. we 
may indeed be furprifed> that a nation 
fo enlightened as the French^ fubmitted 
fo long to the opprefBons of their go- 
vernment; but wemuft ceafe to wonder 
that ^heir indignant fpirits at length 
ihook oiF the galling yoke. 

Thofe who have contemplated the 
dungeons of the Baftille, without re« 
joicing in the French revolution, may, 
for aught I know, be very refpeftable 
perfons, and very agreeable compa- 
nions in the hours of profperity ; but, 
if my heart were finking with anguifh, 
I (hould not fly to thofe perfons for 
confotation. Sterne fays, that a man 
i^ incapable of loving one woman 

as 
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as he ought> who has not a fort of an af- 
fe£lion for the whole fex ; and as little 
fhould I look for particular fympathy 
from thofc who have no feelings of ge- 
neral philanthropy. If the fplendor of 
a defpotic throne can only fhine like the 
radiance of lightnings while all around 
^ is involved in gloom and horror, in the 
name of heaven let its baleful luftre be 
extinguiflied for ever. May no fuch 
ftrong contraft of light and fhade again 
exift in the political fyftem of France ! 
but may the beams of liberty, like the 
beams of day, Ihcd their benign influ- 
ence on the cottage of the peafant, as 
well as on the palace of the monarch ! 
May Liberty, which for fo many ages 
paft has taken pleafure in foftening the 
evils of the bleak and rugged climatesof 
the North, in fertilizing a barren foil, in 
clearing the fwamp, in lifting mounds 
againft the inundations of the tempeft, 
diffufe her bleffings alfo on the genial 
land of France, and bid the hufband- 
Q man 
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man rejoice under the iha<ie of the 
olive and the vine f 

The Baftille, which Henry the Fourth 
and his veteran troops aflailed in vain^ 
the citizens of Paris had the glory of 
taking in a few hours. The avarice of 
Monf. de Launay had tempted him to 
guard this fortrefs with only half the 
complement of men ordered by Govern- 
ment I and a letter which he received 
the morning of the 14th of July, com- 
manding him to fuftain the liege till the 
evening, when fu^ccour would arrive, 
joitied to his own treachery towards the 
aflailants, coft him his life. 

The courage of thu befiegers was in- 
flamed hy* the horrors of famine, there 
being at this time only twenty-foar 
hours provifion of bread in Paris. For 
fome days the people had affembled in 
crowds round the feops of the bakers, 
who were obliged to have a guard of 
ft^Wiers td proteft tfcem from the fe* 
milbed multitHde; while the women, 

ren- 



FROM FRANC B. tj 

rendered furious by want, cried, in the 
refolute tone of defpair, ♦ " II nous faut 
du pain pour nos enfans." Such was 
the fcarcity of bread, that a French 
gentlemaQ told me, that, the day pre* 
ceding the taking of the Baftille, he was 
invited to dine with a Negociant; and» 
when he went, was informed that a fcr- 
vant had been out five hours in fearch 
of bread, and had at laft been able to 
purchaTe only one loaf. 

It was at this crifis, it was to faye 
themfelves the Shocking fpeftacle of 
their wives and infants perifhing before 
their eyes, that the citizens of Paris flew, 
to arms; and, impelled by fuch caufes, 
fought with the daring intrepidity o£ 
men who h&d all that renders life of 
any value at ftake, and who determined 
to die or conquer. The women too, far 
from indulging the fears incident to ouf 
feeble fex, in defiance of the cannon of 
C 2 the 

* We muft have breod for our <cluldren. 
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the Baftille, ventured to bring viftuals 
to their fons and hufbands; and, with a 
fpirit worthy of Roman matrons, encou- 
raged them to go on. Women mounted 
guard in the ftreets, and, when any per- 
fon pafled, called out boldly, * " Qui 
va la ?'• 

A gentleman, who had the command 
of fifty men in this enterprife, told me, 
that one of his foldiers being killed by 
a cannon-^ball, the people, with great 
marks of indignation, removed the 
corpfe, and then, fnatching up the dead 
man's hat, begged money of the by- 
flanders for his interment, ^n a manner 
charafteriftic enough of that gaiety 
which never forfakes the French, even 
on fuch occafions as would make any 
other people on earth ferious. t" Ma- 
dame, pour ce pauvre diable qui s'eft 

fait 

* Who goes there ? 

f Madam, for this poor devil, who has been 
killed for the Nation ! — Sir, for this unfortunate 
dogi who has been killed for the Nation ! 
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fait tucT pour la Nation ! — Monfieur, 
pour ce pauvre chien qui s'eft fait tuer 
pour la Nation!" This mode of fup- 
plication, though not very pathetic, ob* 
tained the end defired; no perfon being 
fufficiently obdurate to refill the pow- 
erful plea, * *' qu'il s'eft fait tuer pour 
la Nation !'^ 

When the Baftille was taken, and the 
old man, of whom you have, no doubt, 
heard, and who had been confined in a 
dungeon thirty-five years, was brought 
into day-light,which had not for fo long 
a fpace of time vifited his eyes, he ftag- 
gered, fhook his white beard, and cried 
faintly, t" Mcflieurs, vousm'avez rendu 
un grand fervice, rendez-m'en un autre; 
tuez-moi! je ne fais pas ou aller." — 
" Allons, allons," the crowd anfwered 
C 3 ^ with 

♦ Had been killed for the Natipn, 
f Gentlemen, you have rendered me one great 
fervice ; render me another — kill me ! for I know 
not where to go. — Come along, come along ; the 
Nation will provide for you. 
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mih on€ voice, •* la Nation te ncmr-- 

As the heroes of the Baftille paffed 
along the ftreets after it» farrender, the 
citiztM flood at the doois of their 
faoufes, loaded with wine, brandy, and 
ether refrelhmcnt», which they offered 
to thefe deliverers of their country » but 
tbey unantmoufly refufed to tafte any 
ftrong liquors, confidering the great 
work they had undertaken, as not yet 
accompliflied, and being determined to 
watch the whole night, in cafe of any 
furprife. 

All thofe who had affifted in taking 
the Baftille, were prefented by the Mu- 
nicipality of Paris, with a ribbon of the 
national colours; on which is ftamped, 
inclofed in a circle of brafs, an impref-'. 
fion of the Baftille, and which is worn 
as a military order. 

The Municipality of Paris alfo pro- 
pofed a folemn funeral proceffion, in 

memory 
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memory of thofe who loft their livei in 
this enterprife ; but^ on making appli^ 
cation to the Niational Aflembly for a 
deputation of its members to affift at thif 
folemnity, the AfTcmbly vrcrc of opi- 
nion that thefe funeral honours ihould 
be poftponed till a more favourable mo* 
ment^ as they might at prefent have a 
tendency to inflame the minds of the 
people. 

I have heard feveral perfons mention 
a young man, of a little infignificant 
figure, who, the day before the Baftillt 
was taken, got up on a chair in the Pa» 
lais Royal, and harangued the multi- 
tude, conjuring them to make a ftruggle 
for their liberty, and aflerting, that now 
the moment was arrived. They liftened 
to his eloquence with the moft eager at- 
tention; and, when he had inftruclcd as 
many as could hear him at one time, he 
r^quefted them to depart, and repeated 
his harangue to a new fet of auditors. 
C 4 . Among 
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Among the dungeons of the Baftillc, 
are placed, upon a heap of ftones, the 
figures of the two men who contrived 
the plan of this fortreCs, where they 
were afterwards confined for life. Thefe 
men are r^prefented chained to the wall, 
and are beheld without any emotion of 
fympathy. 

The perfon employed to remove the 
ruins of the Baftille, has framed of the 
(tones eighty-three complete models of 
this building, which, with a true patriotic 
fpirit. he has prefented to the eighty- 
three departments of the kingdom, by 
way of hint to his countrymen to take 
care of their liberties in future. 



LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

X AM juft returned from a vifit to Ma* 
dame Sillery^ whofe works on education 
are To w.ell known and fo juftly efteemed 
in England, and who received me with 
the moft engaging politenefs. Surely 
the French are unrivalled in the arts of 
pleafing ; in the power of uniting with 
the moft polifhed elegance of manners, 
that attentive kindnefs which feems to 
flow warm from the heart, and which, 
while it foothes our vanity, fecures our 
aiFedions. Madame Sillery and her pu- 
pils are at prefent at St. Leu, a beautiful 
fpot in the rich valley of Montmorencr. 
Monf. d'Orleans has certainly confer- 
red a moft effential obligation upon his 
children, by placing them under the 
care of this lady. I never met with 
young people more amiable in their dif- 
pofitions, or more charming in their 
C 5 manners^ 
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manners^ vhich are equally remote from 

arrogancejand from thofe efFortsof con- 

defcenfion which I have feen fome great 

people make, with much difficulty to 

iheinfelves> and much offence to others* 

The Princefs, who is thirteen years of 

mgej has a countenance of the fweeteft 

expreffion, and appears to me to be 

Adelaide^ the heroine of Madame SiU 

lery '9 Letters on Education, perfonified^ 

The three Princes, though under Ma«- 

dame Sillery's fuperintendence> have 

alfo preceptors who live in the houfe, 

I0id affift in their education. The eldeft 

Prince, MonC de Chartres, is nearly 

eighteen years of age, and his^ attentive 

politeneis formed a ftriklng contraft, 

in my mind, to the manners of tbofe 

fetfhionable gentlemen in a certain great 

metropolis, who confider apathy and 

negligence as the tefl of good^breeding; 

But if i was pleafed with the manners 

of this young Prince> I was ftill mone 

delighted 
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delighted to find him a confirmed friend 
to the new conftitution of France, and 
willing^ with the enthufiafm of a young 
and ardent mind, to renounce the fplen- 
dor of his tides for the general good« 
When he heard that the Cicrifice of 
fortune alfo was required, and that the 
^ immenfe property which he had been 
taught to confider as his inheritance, 
was to be divided with bis brothers, he 
embraced them with the utmoft aflFec-t 
tion, declaring that he fliould rejoice 
in fuch a diviGon« To find a demo^ 
cratic Prince, was fomewhat fingular: 
I was much lefs furprifed that Madame 
Sillery had adopted fentiments which 
are fo congenial to an enlarged and 
comprehenfive mind. This lady I have 
called Sillery^ becaufe it is the name 
by whicK (be is known in England j 
but, fince the decree of the National 
Affcmbly, abolifliinjf the nobility, Ihc 
has renounced with her title the name 
C6 of 
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of Sillery, and has taken that of Bru^ 
lart. 

She talked to me of the diftin&ions 
of rank, in the fpirit of philofophy, and 
ridiculed the abfurdity of converting 
the rewards of perfonal merit into the 
inheritance of thofe who had perhaps fa 
little claim to honours, that they, were 
a' fort of oblique reproach on their 
chara8.er and conduft. There may be 
arguments againft hereditary rank fuf- 
ficiently convincing to fuch an under* 
ftanding as Madame Brulart's: hut I 
know fome French ladies who entertain 
very different notions on this fubjeft 5 
who fee no impropriety in the eftablifh* 
ments of nobility ; and who have car- 
ried their love of ariftocratical rights 
fo far as to keep their beds in a fit of 
defpondency, upon being obliged to 
relinquifh the agreeable epithets of 
C.omteffe or Marquife, to which their 
ears had been fo long accuftomed. 

But 
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But let me do juftice to the ladies ui 
France. The aumber of tbofe who have 
murmured at the lofs of ratik^ hears a 
very fmall proportion to thofe who liavc 
a€ted with a fpirit ofdiQinguilbed pairi- 
otifm ; who, with tbofe generous aflcc- 
lions which belong to the femalt hearty 
have gloried in facrificing litlc^^ for^ 
tune, and even the perfonal or nafn<:nt$, 
(b dear to female vanity^ for the com* 
mon caufe. It was the ladies who gave 
the example of le don patriot iqtce^, by 
offering their jewels at the fhrine of Li- 
berty ; and if the women of ancient 
Rome have gained the applaufe of dif* 
tant ages for fuch a£lions, the women 
of France will alfo claim the admira- 
tion of pofterity. 

The women have certainly had a con- 
fiderablefharein the French revolution: 
for, whatever the imperious lords of the 
creation may fancy, the mod important 

eventi 
* The patriotic donation^ 
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event! which take place in this world 
depend a little on our influence ; and 
we often zQ, iyi human affairs like thofe 
fecret fprings in mechanifm^ by which^ 
though invifible^ great movements are 
regulated* 

But let us return to Madame firulart^ 
who wears at her bread a medallion 
made of a ftone of the Baftille pcli(he(l« 
In the middle of the medallion^ Lihtrii 
was written in diamonds; above was 
marked;^ in diamonds^ the planet that 
fhcne on the 14th of July ; and below 
was feen the moon, of the fize ftie ap- 
peared that memorable night* The 
medallion was fet in a branch of laurel^ 
compofed of emeralds, and tied at the 
top with the national cockade, formed 
of brilliant ftones of the three national 
colours. 

Our converfation on the fubjeft of 
the Baftille, led Madame Brulart tore- 
late an aftion of Monf. de Chartres, 

which 
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which refleOs the higheft honour ofi bif 
humanity. Being in Normandy, he vU 
filed Mont St. Michel, a fortref« buiU 
^n a rock which (lands a league and a 
half from the coaft of Normandy* The 
tide covers this fpace twice every twen* 
ty-«four hours ; but when it is low wa* 
(er, a perfon can pafs over on foot* 
Mont Su Michel was originally a 
church, founded by a good bifhop in 
the feventh century, in honour of St. 
Michel, who, it feems, appeared to him 
' in a vifion on this fpot. Richard, the 
firft Duke of Normandy of that qame, 
afterwards converted the church into 
an abbey ; and this abbey gave rife to 
the military order des Chevaliers de Si. 
Michel, inftituted by Louis the Ele^^ 
Yentb. After having feen the precious 
relics of the abbcy^ the fquare buckler, 
and the fliort fword found in Ireland 
near the body of thQ well-known dra- 
gon,^ wbofe deftru^ion is attributed to 

the 
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the prowefs of St. Michel, Monf. de 
Chartres was condufted, through man^ 
labyrinths, to the fubterraneous parts of 
the edifice ; where he was fliewn a 
. wooden cage, which was made by order 
of Louis the Fourteenth, for the punilh* 
ment of an . unfortunate wit, who had 
dared to ridicule hisconquefts in Hol- 
land, no fooner gained than loft. 
Monf. de Chartres beheld with horror 
this inftrument of tyranny, in which 
prifoners were ftill frequently confined^ 
and,, exprefling.in yery ftrong terms his 
indignation, he was told, that, as a 
prince of the blood, he had a right, if 
he thought proper, to ordqr the cage 
to be deftroyed. Scarcely were the 
•words pronounced, when the young 
Prince feized a hatchet, gave the firft 
tftroke himfelf to this execrable ma- 
chine, waited to fee it levelled with the 
ground, and thus may claim the glory 
*of having, even before the demolitioa 

of 



fRdM FRANCE. ^f 

of the Baftille, begun the French revo- 
lution. 

We found at St. Leu a young Englifli 
lady, who is the companion of the 
Princefs, and whofe appearance is caU 
culated to give the moft favourable 
idea of Englifli beauty. 1 never faw 
more regular features, or an expreilioa 
of countenance more lovely : and Ma- 
dame Brulart, by whom (he has been 
educated, aflured me that " the mind 
keeps the promife we had from the 
face," This young lady talked of her 
own country with a glow of fatisfaftion 
very grateful to my feelings. She 
feems to 

'' Caft a look where England's glories ftiine, 
** And bids her bofom fympathife with mine.** 



LETTER 
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LETTER VL 

I HAVE been at the National Affem- 
h\y, where^ at a time when the deputies 
from the provinces engroffed every 
ticket of admiflion^ my fitter and I were 
admitted without tickets, by the gen-» 
tlcman who had the command of the 
guard, and placed in the beft feats, be- 
fore he fuffered the doors to be opened 
to other people. We had no perfonal 
acquaintance with this gentleman, or 
any claim to his politenefs, except that 
of being foreigners and women; but 
thefe are, of all claims, the moft pow* 
erful to the urbanity of French manners. 
My fifter obferved to me, that our 
feats, which were immediately oppofite 
the tribune from which the members 
fpeak, reminded her of our ftruggles to 
attain the fame fituation in Weftminfter 
Hall. But you mud recollect, I an* 

fwercd. 
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fweredj that we have attained tbii ficu* 
ation without any ftrugg)e« X believe^ 
however, that if the fame of Mr, ¥o%*i 
eloquence Ihould lead a French woman 
to prefent berfelf at the door of Wc(U 
minfter Hall without a ticket, ibe might 
iland there as long as Mr^ Haftin]|t'f 
trial baslafted^ without being perfiitU«4 
£o pafs the barrien 

The hall of the National Aflembly if 
long and narrow i at each end tbere i§ • 
gallery, where the common people arc 
admitted by applying very early in the 
inornxng for numbers, which are diftri^ 
buted at the door; and theperfons who 
firil a^ply fecure the firft numbers^ 
The feats being alfo numberedj all con<» 
fufion and diforder are prevented. The 
galleries at the fide of the ball are di« 
vidcd into boxes, which are called tri^ 
bunesi they belong tO: the principaji 
members of the National Aflembly j an4 
to thefe places company are admitted 

with 
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with tickets. Rows of feats are placed 
round the hall, raifed one above ano-^ 
ther, where the members of the Affem-- 
blyare feated; and immediately oppofite 
the chair of the Prefident, in the narrow 
part of the hall> is the tribune which the 
Members afcend when they are going ta 
fpeak. One capital fubjeft of debate in 
this Affembly is, who (hall fpeak firft; 
for all feem more inclined to talk thaii 
to liften; and fometiities the Prefident 
in 'vain rings a bell, or with the vehe^ 
mence of French aQion.ftretches out his 
arms, and endeavours to impofe (ilence; 
while the fix Huiffiers, perfohs who arc 
appointed to keep order, make the at- 
•tempt'with as little fuccefs as the Prefi- 
dent himfelf. But one ceafe!$ to wonder 
that the mfeetings of the National Affem- 
bly are tumultuous, on reflcfting how 
important ari the objefts of its delibe- 
rations. Not only the lives and for-^ 
tUQ^s of individuals, but the exiftcnce bf 

the 



7ROM FRANCE. 45 

the country is at ftake : and of how little 
confequence is thjsimpetuofity in de- 
bate, if the decrees which are paifed arc 
wife and beneficial, and the new con« 
ftitution arifes, like the beauty and or- 
der of nature, from the confufion of 
mingled elements ! I heard feveral of 
the Members fpeak ; but I am fo little 
qualified to judge of oratory, that, with- 
out prefuming to determine whether I 
had reafon to be entertained or not, I 
Jhall only tell you that I was fo. 

And this, repeated I with exultation 
to myfelf, this is the National Affembly 
of France ! Thofe men now before jny 
eyes are the men who engrofs the atten- 
tion, the aftonifhment of Europe ; for 
the iffue of whofe decrees furrounding 
nations wait in fufpenfe, and whofe 
fame has already extended through every ^ 
civilized region of the globe : the men 
\vhofe magnanimity invefted them with 
power to deftroy the old conftitution, 
and whofe wifdom is erefting the new, 

on 
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on a principle trf perfcftion which has 
hitherto been thought chimerical, and 
has only fcrved to adorn the page of the 
philofopher ; but which they believe 
may be reduced to prafkice, and have 
therefore the courage to attempt. My 
^mind, with a fenfation of elevated plea^ 
fure, pafBng through the interval of 
ages, anticipated the increafing renown 
of thefe legiffators, and the period when, 
all the nations of Europe following the 
liberal fyftem which France has adopt* 
cd, the littlecrooked policy of the pre- 
fcnt times ftall give place to the reign 
ofreafon, virtue, and fcience. 

The moft celebrated charaAers in the 
National Affembly were pointed out to 
us. Monfieur Barnave de Dauphine, 
who is only fix and twenty years of age, 
and the youngeft member of the Affem- 
bly, is eftecmed its firft orator, and is the 
leaderof thedemocraticparty. I believe 
Mopf. Barnave does not owe all his re- 
ft putation 
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putalion to his talents^ however diftin* 
guifhed: his virtues alfo claim a confix 
derable (hare of that applaufc which he 
receives from his country. Hehasfhewn 
himfelf as ftedfaft in principle^ a« he is 
eloquent in debate. With firm undevi- 
ating integrity he has defended the caufe 
of the people. Every motion he has 
made in the Affembly has pafled into a 
law^ becaufe its beneficial tendency has 
been always evident; and it was he who 
efFefted that memorable decree which 
deprived the King of the right of making 
lArar, without the confent of the nation. 
Monf. fiarnave is adored by the people; 
ivho have two or three times taken the 
horfes from his carriage, and drawn him 
in'triumph along the ftreets of Paris. 

We alfo faw Monf. Mirabeau Tainc, 
whofe genius is of the firft clafs, but who 
poffefles a very fmall fliare of popula. 
rity. I am»however,oneaf hispartifans, 
thoii^h not merely irom that entbufiafm 

which 
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which always comes acrofs my heart in 
favour of great intelleflual abilities. 
M onf. Mirab<;au has another very ppw« 
erful claim on tny partiality: he is the 
profefled friend (and I muft and will 
love him for being fo) of the African 
race. He has propofed the abolition 
of the flave-trade to the National Af- 
fembly; and, though the Affembly have 
delayed the confid^ration of this fub- 
jed^ on account of thofe deliberations 
which immediately afFeft the country, 
yet, perhaps, if our fenators continue 
to doze over this affair as they have 
hitherto done, the French will have 
the glory of fetting us an example, 
which it will then be our humble em- 
ployment to follow. But I truft the 
period will never come, when England 
will fubmit to be taught by another na- 
tion the leflbh of humanity. I truft an 
Englifll Houfe of Commons will never 
perfift in thinking, that what is morally 

wrong. 
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"Wrongs can be politically right; that the 
virtue and the profperity of a people are 
things at variance with each other ; and 
that a country which abounds with fo 
many fources of wealthy cannot afford 
to clofe one polluted channel» which is 
ftained with the blood of our fellow- 
creatures. 

But it is a fort of treafon to the 
honour, the fpirit, the generofity of 
Englifhmen, to fuppofe they will per- 
fevere in fuch conduct. Admitting, 
however, a fuppofition, which it is 
painful to make; admitting that they 
fhould abide by this fyftem of inhuma- 
nity, they will only retard, but will not 
finally prevent the abolition of flavery. 
The Africans haye not long to fuffer, 
nor their oppreflbrs to triumph. Eu- 
rope is haftening towards a period too 
enlightened for the perpetuation of fuch 
monftrous abufes. The mifts of igno- 
rance and error are rolling faft away, 
D and 



and the benign beams of philofophy ariC 
fyreadinf ihcur luftre over ihe nadoM. 
«*««Auft whither have thefe children qF 
captiitity led me? I perceive I have 
wandered a great wajr from the National 
Aflemhly^where I was fo happily featedj 
mud of which I will tell you more in my 
next letter. 
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LETTER VII. 

J. H £ Abb4 Maury is one 0f the 91^^ 

4i|tingilifll^4 inemberj of the NatiQnal 

^iTfiin^Iy, HepqifefTjSsaftotii^hingppiK^ 

^m pf ^Ipqu^iice s b^t fap has donp bis 

talents tbe i^juftipe to m^ke t^pm fub* 

fervient to the na^rqiMr cpnfider^tiptis 

of felfriHtereft. Had he difplayed that 

ability in defepce of ciyil and reljgipu$ 

Jiberty^ which he has eippioyed in the 

(ervice of the exorbitant pretenfions qf 

, the churchy be vp^ld have deferved th(S 

higheft applaufe pf his country ; inftead 

of which he has called to the aid of his 

genius an auxiliary it plight to have 

fcorned ; that fubtlety wh|ch tries *' M? 

imake the worfe i^ppear jthe bettjcr rea^ 

fpn;'- and Ke is dill ^opre 4ete^e^ tl^an 

IM^^ired. I am not furprifed that a little 

mind is fometimes tempted by intereft 

Jt9 tread in ^ mean aiyl fordid path; but 
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I own it doesaftonifhme that genius can 
be feducedfrom the fair field of honour- 
able fame into thofe ferpentine ways 
where it can meet with no objeft wcwr- 
thy of its ambition. *' Something too 
much of this/* You fliall hear a repar>. 
tee of the Abbe Maury, who, after hav- 
ing made ^ very unpopular motion in 
the Affembly, was infulted as he was 
going out; the people crying, as they 
are too apt to do, • " A la lantcrne." 
'The Abbe, turning to the crowd, an- 
fwered, with equal indignation and fpi- 
rif, t ** Eh ! Meffieurs, fi j'ctois a la lan^ 
terne, feriez-vous plus eclaires ?" The 
Abbe Maury, before the revolution, was 
in poffeffion of eight hundred farms, 
tLtid has loft fixty thoufand livres a 
yesrr' in confequence of that event; 
But enough^ of Monf. I'Abbc, whofe 

pifture 

♦ To thcJantcrn.. 

+ If I were at the lantern, would you be moic 
>ftlightencd ? ^- *- 
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pi6lure I have juft purchjtfed in a fnuff. 
box. You toach a fpriog, open the lid 
of the fnuff-box^ and the Abbe jumps 
up» and occafions much furprife and 
merriment. The joke, however, is 
grown a litde ftale in France: but I 
(hall bring the Abbe with me to £ng« 
landj where I flatter myfelf his fudden 
appearance will a£Ford foroe diverfion. 
A fingular but very refpeQable figure 
in the National Aflembly is a Deputy 
from Britany, called Le Pcre Gerard. 
This venerable old man is a peafant, 
and his appearance reminds one of 
thofe times when Generals were called 
from the plough to take the command 
of armies. The drefs of Lc Pirc Ge- 
rard is made of a coarfe woollen cloth, 
which is worn by the peafants of Bri-. 
tany^ and is of fucb ftrong texture that 
a coat often defcends from one genera^ 
tjon to another. This cloth is called 
Pincbina; and the King, to whom the 
P 3 . . old 
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old firfetbn fea« pt^retttfed fevdral ad- 
^reflfeii froth the Affeiiibly, calls hjlihi 
^tn iadihajie, Le P^W Pincttinii Wheh 
I raw l»irii> he had oh ihis eveHaftirig 
coat> and Wore worfted ftockihgs gar^ 
tired abovt the kfafee^. flutWhat plbaftd 
me mbft in histtppt^atahee^weris thi^ long 
i*hite hairS \*hifch huhg doWft his flidiiU 
deifs; art orftarhfertl fbt* wfeich y6ii Ichew 
I have a partifetilar |)t^edilcai6ha 

' The Jrerp^QaWfe Pe^e Gferiird Bodfti 
that hi ii ablce&ded f\^9i a Hi^ ef a«^* 
puU^^,h{sgrtatgrihdfitH«f hikVia^b^gil^ 
cht>r^H As k deputy t5 Its Eiuts^GihifrMik 
ih i6i4, Ihe kft lllne the SlAteS Wtil* 
held. Before dial ih^Aor&ble |)eHd^ 
Whisn they tiFeaed the revolutidtl. 

^ At the tithti ^heh the ladies fet the 
cxiailnpiie 6ft* i^hptttroti^te, by offer- 
ihg theif jfewftis, and the itiembers of 
the NisLtiohal AlHimbly, in a thomeht of 

fenthu* 

• ih pUiMijfi t$Xhct PinehiiUi, 
^ The patriotic don^lidi^. 
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enth^fiafin^ took the filver buckles out 

of their fhoes, and laid them oir the 

Prefident*s uble» the Pere Gerard rofe, 

and faid, that he had no fuch offering to 

give, his buckles being made of brafs^ 

but that his ion pairioHqut Ihould be that 

of rendering his fervices to his country 

unpaid. The old man was heard by the 

Aflembly with the applaufe he merited; 

afid the people on the day of the Fede-*- 

ratiotij carried him from the Champ dei 

Mars to his owh houfe in triumph on 

their ifaoulders* 

Meffieurs Charles and Alexander L«^ 

meth, two biothers, and Monf. Rabeau 

de St« Eftienne^ are among the firftpa^ 

triots of the National Aflembly, and 

have a very high reputation for talents. 

The French, who love what they call 

an * S^mt^qui^ tell you, que Mm/. Riitnu 

vaiU dmx d'Mirahan. 

. The meetings of the Affembly, though 

D 4 ftill 

* A play upon word«. 
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ftill tumultous; are much lefs fo than 
they were at the firft commencement; 
A gentleman, who was prefent when 
the motion was made for abolifliing 
monafteries,' told me, that the mindy of ; 
the Members wqre, on that occdion,. 
inflamed to fuch a height, that it ap-^ 
peared to him very probable that the 
debate would iend in a maflacre. He 
mentioned a circumftance very charac* 
tcriftic of French vivacity. One of the 
Members was expreffing himfelf in tbefe 
words, '• What is a Monk? A man wbo 
has renounced his father, his mother^ 
every tie, every affeftion that is dear 
in nature! and for whom?'*— before 
the fpeaker could finilh his fentence, a 
Member from the other end of the hall 
feized the moment while the orator 
was drawing his breath, and called out, 
♦ " Pour une puiffance ctrangere," to 

the 

• For a foreign power. 
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the great horror of le cSti nolr, for fo 
the clergy are called. 
, The Democrates place themfelves oix 
one fide of the hall^ and the Ariftocrates 
on the other^ Th^ fpedators in the gal- 
leries take fuch.a part in the debate^ as 
fr;equently to cxprefs their applaufe by 
clapping their hands withgreat violence. 
An old Marechal of France rofe; the day 
I was at tke Affembly, when they were 
debating on the military penfions^ and 
declared, that in recompenfe for. the 
fervices which he had rendered his 
country, he defired honours, and not 
pay. The Affembly clapped him, and 
.^e galleries joined in this mark of ap- 
probation. A young Frenchman, who 
fat next •e,whifpered to me, * " Monf. 
trouvc apparemment que I'argent l*in-. 
^commode.** 
: . ; Ds The 

• - ' 

* I fuppofc that gentleman finds money trouble- 

fomc, * • 
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' Hift Membefs t>t xht Natibnk! Af-- 
fembly arc paid thrtt Clrb^nji k day for 
^eii- atundiACe ; whll« ih £hgrahd a 
Candidate For a feat in pafli^rtent ofrtn* 
fpends mktiy thbufaAd poutid^^ ^tidl; 
with magniftceiit geMrofity, taake^ a 
i^bole couftly ilfUnk ft>r a wfeek, ttiierely 
to enjoy tlie pfivilege of fcfving his 
eountry without pay. 

I'hejquSiMfcaliOh tfeqtlifite Por a mttn^ 
her of the National Afieftihiy, h that of 
pofleffing fuft<:kftt property in land Of 
houies to pkf taxes to the amount of x 
marc d' afgent, \fhich h the value of fbut 
touts, livery hundred of th'e titizen^ 
who pay l^xts to <J5v»nhient t>f ihttt 
days labour, or three iii)rt5, have k right 
to vole fot Sih feleflori xo^hoffe qualifi- 
cation h that of paying tasttt tti \ht 
amount of ten livres, or ten days labbuf'. 
iThe ele£lors^ of one department meet 
together in one alfembly, and choofe, 
from among their own body, lliie perfons 
4 who 
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wlio Sire 10 direl^ the admin iftration of 
that department. Thofe eleftors will 
alio choofe^ in the fame manner^ the 
deputies fent by that department to 
the National Affembly. There will 
therefore be only one intermediate de- 
gree between the loweft order of adive 
citizens^ and the members of the Na« 
tional Affembly. 

* 1 was interrupted by a vlfitor, who 
related a little incident^ which has iiw 
terefted me fo rniich^ that I can Write 
of nothing elfe at prefent^ and you (hall 
therefore have it warm from my heart* 
While the National Affembly werie de- 
liberating upon t%e divifion of property* 
among brothers^ a young man of high 
birth and fortune^ who is a member of 
the Affembly, entered with precipita- 
tion, and, mounting the tribune, with 
great emotion informed the Affembly, 
that he ba(} juft received accounts, that 
his father was dying j that he himfelf 
D 6 vas 
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was his eldeft fon^ and had come to coik^ . 
jure the Affembly to pafs, without de- 
lay, that equitable decree^ giving the 
younger fons an equal fhare of fortune 
with the eldeft, in order, he faid, that 
his father might have the fatisfadion^ 
before he breathed his laft^ of knowing 
that all his children were fecure of ^ 
provifion. If you are not afFe£led by 
this circumftance^ you have read it with 
very difFerentfeelings from thofe with 
which I have written it: but if, on the 
contrary^ you have fallen in love with 
this young Frenchman, do not imagine 
your paffion is fingular^ for I am vio-* 
lently in love with him myfelf. 
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JL OU have not heard, perhaps, thai 
on the day of the Federation at Paris, 
th^ national oath was taken throughout 
the whole kingdom, at the hour of 
twelve. 

A great number of fanners and pea^ 
. fants walked in the proceffion at Rou- 
en, hearing iii their hands the inftru* 
ments of their hufbandry, decorated 
with national ribbons. The national 
guard cut down branches from the treeSj 
s^nd ftiick them in their hats; and a 
French gentleman of my acquaintance, 
who underftands Engljfh, and reads 
Shakefpeare, told me, that it feemed 
like Birnham Wood coming to Dunfi- 
nane. 

The leaders of the French revolution 
are men well acquainted with the hu- 
man 



man heart. They have not trufted 
merely to the force of reafon, but have j 

ftudied to intereftin their catife the moft j 

powerful paffions of human nature, by • 

tlie appointment of folemniiie^ perfeftly , 

Calculated to awaken that general fym* ' 

pathy which is caught from heart t6 
hearf with if refifti We energy, fills every 
eye with tears, and throbs in every bo-. | 
fdm. 

I have heard of a proceffion, which^ 
fook place not long ago in one of the ' 

diilril^s of Ptiris, in which five hundred 
young ladles waiked dreffed in white, 
ftnd decorated with cockades of the na-^ 
tional ribbon, leading by filken cords a 
number of prifoners newly releafed j 

from captivity; and who, with their 
faces covered by long flowing veils, 
were cbndtifted to a churcli where they 
returned thanks for their deliverance. ' 

Thus have the leaders of the revolu- 
tion engaged beauty as one of their aux* 

iliaries i 
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illarits ; juftly tonddding/that, totlie 
g^llatiiry and fenfibility oF Frenchmen^ 
no afgument would be found more effi- 
cacious than that of a pretty face. 
' 1 have juft read a private letter from 
a little town about two leagues from 
Montauban, called Negre-Pelifle, where 
the inhabitants^ on the day of the FeJ 
deration, difplayed a liberality of fen. 
tlmetit which reflefts honour, not only 
on theiufelves, but on the age in which 
we live. The national guard of ibis 
little town and its environs, were aflem- 
bled to take the national oath. Half of 
the inhabitants being Proteftanis, and 
the either half Catholics, the Curt and 
Ihe Proteftant Minifter afcended toge- 
tber One allat, which had been erefted 
by the citizens, and adminiftered the 
ba;th to their fefpeftive parilhioners at 
the fame motnent ; after which, Catho- 
lies and Proleftants joined in finging 
*tt Dcuni. 

^ Surely 
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., Surply religiquf^ worfllip was, never 
performed more tfujy in the. Ipirit of, 
the Divine Author of Chriftianity, 
whofe great precept is that of univerfal 
love ! Surely the incenfe of praife was 
never more likely to afcend to Heaven^ 
than when the CathoJics and Proteftants 
of Neg^e-Peliffe offered it together ! 

This amiable community^ when their 
devotions were finifhed, walked in pro-^ 
ceffion to a fpot where fireworks had 
been prepared; and, it being confidered 
as a mark of honour to light the fire- 
worksy.the office was referved for MonH 
le Cure, who, however, infifted on the 
participation of the Proteftant Minifter 
in this diftin6lion; upon which the Mi^ 
nifter received a wax taper from the 
Cure, and with him led the proceflion. 
The fire-works reprefented two trees: 
one, twifted and diftorted, was emble- 
matical of ariftocracy, and was foon en- 
tirely confumed; when a tall, .flrait 

plants 
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plant, figurative of patriotifm, appeared 
to rife from the alhes of the former^ 
and contiinied to burn ^ith undirni- 
niflied fplendour. 

^ When we look back on the igoo* 
ratice, the fuperftition, the barbarous 
perfecutions of Gothic times, is It no( 
fomething to be thankful foo that we 
ejcifl at this enlightened period, when 
fuch evils are no more ; when particu- 
lar tenets. of religious belief are no 
Ipnger imputed as crimes; when the 
human mind has made as many importer 
jMit difcoveries in morality as in fcience, 
and liberality of fentiment is cultivated 
with as much fuccefs as arts and learn<- 
ing; when, in (hort, (and you are not 
one of thofe who will fufpe£t that I am 
not all the while a good Englifh wo* 
man) when one can witnefs an event fo 
fublime as the French revolution ? 
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Yesterday i ttttWtd your let-* 

ttt; in which you accuf^ me df defcri* 
biAg with too much ^itthufiafhi the pub« 
lie rejoicings In France, afni prophefy 
that I (hall retufn to my 6Wn country k 
fierce republicai^. In anfwer to thefd 
accufatiofts, I IhAll obferve, that it ia 
very difficult, with common fenfibillty, 
to iLVoid fympatbifing in general b^ppU 
ncft. My love bf the French revolutidtli - 
ih the natural refult of thii lympathyj 
and therefore my political creed i« en-^ 
tlrdy kn affair of the heart ; for I have 
n5t been fo abfurd as to confult my head 
upon matters 6f which it is fo incapable 
of judging. If I were al Rome, you 
would not be furprifed to hear that I- 
had vifited, with the warmeft reverence, 
every fpot where any relics of her an- 
cient 



cient gnindettj' cduld bft tfated ; that t 
ha4 flown to the cii{>itbl; that I had 
kifldd th^ eaHh 6n ivhich Ih^ Rotnah 
fttidt« fat lA council: And can you 
then expeft me to hMt Ttth the Fede* 
fation at th^ Chattip^de Mars, ahd the 
Naiiohal Airemt>ly bf Frinfce, Vrhh ii^^ 
diffMcntt? Before ydu infift thit I 
dUght to hkVt done fo, poJht but to mt, 
in Ih* pa^ 6f Rottiin hiftol-y, & ff)ec-» 
tacib^ore Tblemh, n)br^ affbaitig^ thati 
A^ Ghamp de Mat^ <!)chibkedi bt mote 
ibaghahithoU^, ihote hoble Isffbrts ih th« 
(itttti^/bf lihetly thati have b«i6h itiad« 
by thti Matiohal AflfembJy. Whether 
tfefe new form of goVferhHflfent, eftablllh- 
iftg in France, be morfe ot Ifefs perftft 
than olir own, 

** Wto fhall decide, when doAon diragree, 

'* Attd (buftdeft cafuifts doubt, like ydu and mc V* 

I fancy we had better leave the deter- 
mination of this queftion in the hands 
of j>ofterity. In the mean time, I wifli 

that 



that feme of our pbliticalcritics would 
fpeak with .lefi} contempt^ than they are 
j|pt to do, of the new conftitutidn of 
prance, and np longer repeat after one 
another the trite remark, that the French 
have gone too far, becaufe they have 
gone farther than ourfelves ; as if it 
were not poffij^le that that* degree of 
influence which is. perfeQly fafe in the 
hand of the executive part of our go-- 
yernment, might be dangerous, at this 
crifis;p to the liberty of France : but be 
this as it may, it appears evident that 
the ten^ple of Freedom which they are 
ere£iing, even if imperfeQ: in fome of 
its proportions, muft be preferable to 
the old gloomy Gothic fabric which 
they have laid in ruins. And, there*, 
fore, when I hear my good countrymeni^ 
who guard their own rights with fuch. 
unremitting vigilance, and who would 
rather part with life than liberty, fpeak 
with contempt of the French for hav- 
ing 
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ing bnbibed the noble Icffbn which 
England has taught, I cannot but (lit- 
ped that fome mean jealoufy lurku be. 
ncath the ungenerous cenfure. I ctti- 
noc but fiirped, that, while the fair and 
honourable traders of bur comrtierciul 
country a£i with the moft liberal fpirit 
in their ordins^ry dealings with other 
nations^ they wiffi to make a monopoly 
of liberty^ and are angry that France 
Ihould claim a fhare of that precious 
property ; by which, however, fhe may 
furely be enriched, without our being 
impoveriflied. The French, on the 
contrary, feem to have imbibed, with 
the principles of liberty, the ftrongeft 
fentiments of refpeft and friendfliip to- 
wards that people, whom they gratefully 
acknowledge to have been their maf- 
ters in this fcience. They are, to ufe 
their own phrafe, ♦*' devenus fous de$ 
Anglois," and fondly imagine that the 

applaufe 

* BecoM madlf fond of die £0^^ 
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appUufe they l^^yci re^^vpd fridm a fc^ 
ciety pf philqfppher^ in pur PQUfilry^ is 
the gpwrjij YQ'm »f thP IlJWlom ; 

Whether the b^v cpnftitouon be 
{ZQIx^pred pf darabU m^i^mlfi 9r noC> X 
k^V^ to pqliiicians to determine; but it 
rcqi|ir^9 no (e?(traorilinaFy fag^city to 
prpiK>wc^> that tbf Friso/cb wiH bence:- 
fprth be free. The \qv» of liberty has 
pervafied aU ranks of the people^ wbo^ if 
its bleffings muft be purchafed with 
bloody will not (h^ink from paying the 
price : 

*• While cv*n the pcafant boafts his rights to fcanj 
^« And ieams to venerate himfelf as man.'^ 

The enthufiaftic fpirit of liberty difplays 
itfelf, not merely on the days of folemn 
ceremonies — occupies not only every 
ferious deliberation — but is mingled 
with the gaiety of fpcial enjoyment. 
When they converfe, liberty is the 
theme of difcourfe ; when they dance, 
tlie figure of the cotillon is adapted to 
• - a national 
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a nfitional tune; and» when they fing^ 
U is but to repeat a vow of fidelity to 
the coaftitution> at. which all who are 
prefent ioftantly join in chorus^ and 
fportively lift up their hands in conlm- 
mation of this favourite fentiment. 

In every fireet^ you fee children pei^ 
fonaing the military e^ercife, and Carf* 
rying banners made of paper of tbf( na#- 
tional colours, wearing grenadiers caps 
of the fame compofition, and armed, 
though not like Jack the Giant-killer, 
with fwords of fharpnefs. 

Upon the whole. Liberty apppars in 
France adorned with the freihnefs of 
youth, and is loved with the ardour of 
paflion. In England ihe is feen in her 
matron ftate, and, like other ladies at 
that period;^ is beheld with fober vene- 
ration. 

With refpeft to myfelf, I muft ac- 
knowledge, that, in my admiration of 
the revolution in France^ I blend the 

feelings 
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feelings of private friendfhip with my 
fympathy in public blcffings; fince the 
old conftitution i$ connc6led in my 
mind with the image of a friend can- 
-fined in the gloomy recefles of a dun- 
geon, and pining in hopelefs captivity; 
while, with the new conftitution, I 
unite the foothing idea of his return to 
•profperity, honours, and happinefs. 

This perfonis MonC du F ^, whofc 

lady I am come to France to vifit. They 
are friends with whom 1 wept in the day 
of their adverfity, and with whom in 
their profperity I have haftened to re- 
joice. Their hiftory is moft aflFefting ; 
and, when I leave the hurry of Paris, to 
accompany them to their Chateau in 
Normandy, I will make you acquainted 
with incidents as pathetic! as romance 
itfelf can furnifli. Adieu ! . ; 
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LtfTER X. 

y\E have bifen drivrng ^ ^ furroxis 
fatfc, for feveral days paft, through the 
city of Pari^, which, I think, bears the 
feme refemblance to London (if you 
will allow me the indulgence of a fimile) 
thtft the ^rand tiatural ohjcfts in a T4id*c 
and barren country bear to the tame 'but 
Regular beauties of a fcenre richmth cul- 
tivation. Tha ftreets of iParrs are nar- 
row, dark, and dirty; but we are Tepard 
for this by noble edifices, which 'ptrwer- 
fiilly intercift the attention. The Greets 
of London are broad, airy, light, «nd 
eleganft ; but I nc^d not tell you that 
they lead fcarcely to any edifices at 
whith'foreigners db^not look with con-^ 
tempt. London has, therefore, moll of 
the beautiful, and Paris of the fublinte, 
accorfing to Mr. 'Burkfe's'definition of 
thde qualities; for, I aflure you, a fen- 
X fatioa 
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fation of terror is not wanting to the 

fublimity of Paris^ while the coachman 

drives through the ftreets with the im- 

^petuofity of a Frenchman^ and otie ex- 

.peQs every ftep the. horfes take to be 

fatal to the fooupaflengers^ who are 

heard exclaiming^ * " Que les rues de 

, Paris font ariftocratcs.*' By the way, 

arijlocratie, and a la nation^ are become 

cant terms, which, as Sterne faid of tarU 

pis, and tant micux, may now be confi- 

dered as two of the great hinges i/i 

Fre;nch conyerfation. Every thing tire- 

fome or unpleafant, ". c'eft une arifto- 

cratie !*' and every thing charming and 

agreeable is, " a la nation." 

J have feen all the fine buildings at 

Paris, and fancy I fhould hav^ admired 

. lYic/ofade of the Louvre, the beautiful 

new church of St. Genevieve, and fome 

. other edifices, even if 1 had not been 

told previoufly, by a connoifleur in 

- thcfe 

. . *. That the ftitcts of Paris arc Aiiftociatcs* 
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tbefe matters^ the precife degree of ad* 
m^-ation which it was proper to bellow 
on'every public building in Paris; \)\itp 
having received fuch minute inftruc* 
tions on this fubjefl^ I can form but an 
imperfeft notion of my own taftc. for 
architefture. 

At the requeft of Madame Brularf, 
>lonf« de Chartres fent orders for our 
admiffion to the Palais Royal^ which is 
not at prefent (hewn to the public* Of 
die colle&ion of piflures I am incapa« 
ble of faying any thing, and enough has 
been, already faid.by thofe who under- 
{land its merits. Fine painting gives 
me confiderable pleafure, but has not 
the power of calling forth my fenGbi^ 
lity like fine poetry ; and I am willing 
to believe that the art I love is the moft 
perfeft of the two; and that it would 
^have been impoflfible for the pencil of 
Raphaejl to convey all thofe ideas to 
/ Ea the 
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tKe.mirid, and excite all thofe iembtiohs 
in the neart^ whfch are awakened by 
tlie pen oF Shake Ipeare". • 

1 confefs, the bnly. biftiire in Paris 
which, has coR me any tears, is that of 
jLaVafliere, in the convent of tlVe Carl 
inelite^. She is reprefented in the habit 
of a CarmeTite : all the fornier orna- 
inents of ber perfbn fie fcattered at her 
feef; and lier eyes are caft up to hea- 
ven, with a loolc of the d^eepeft anguifh. 
While I gazed at her piaure,! lamenteA 
that fenfibility which led into 'the'mbfl 
lataV errors a mind tfeat feems to havfe 
*been fpfmed for virtue/ and which, even 
In the bofom of pleafure, bewailed its 

own weakbefs. How can one forbear 

7^:tii /J*;. Ct^'. *xl' ^^. '.:•■. a .-i •^-•i 
X'egretting, that the capricious incoH- 

itant monarjcn, to whom ihe gave ner 
ne^rt, mould HfLvelmpired'a p'alfibn'c/f 
which Ke was fo uhwortiy ; a 'paflion 
w.hicb' appears to have ^Seen wiolfy un- 
mixed with interett, vanity, or ambition? 
3 And 
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And how can one avoid pitying the 
defolate penitent^ who, for to many 
years, in the diftnal cloom of a convent, 
deplored her errors, and felt at once the 
bitterneis of remorfe, and the atrony of 
difappointed love ? while, probably, 

«' I? ST'^fe™^ fr^ f?'"'f his voice to hear, 
** And dropp'd with every bead too foft a tear]" 

. If the figure of this beautiful C^nne* 
li|e |ia4 notco^e acrofs my imagination^ 
I fliould have told you fooner, that the 
l^alj^is jElpya} is a fguare, of w|iich the 
fl,^94^pVlf!^^^Vp?Jaye fpms one fide, 
^ou walk under piazzat round this 
fquare, which is furrounded with cof- 
|ee-houjcs, and ihpps ^ifpJaying a yau- 
riety of ribbons, trinkets, and caricature 
prints, which are now as common at Pa« 
ris as at London. T>he walks under tJie 
piazzas are crowde^ with pp9pJc : and 
in the upper part of the jT^^uarc, tents 
are placed, w^ere coffee, lemonade, 
ices, ^c. arc fold. Nothing is l^car^ 
E 3 but 
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but the voice of mirth ; nothing is feen 
but cheerful faces; ahd I have no doiibt 
that the Palais Royal is, upon the whole^ 
one of the merrieft fcenes under the fun, 
tndqed^what ismoft (Irikingto a ftranger 
at'Paris, is that general appearance of 
giiety; which it is eafy to perceive is riot 
aflumed for the moment, biit is the habit 
of the mind, and which is, therefore; fo 
texhilarating to a fpeftator of any bene* 
Volence. It is this which gives fuch a 
charm to every public place and walk 
Sn Paris. Kenfington Gardens can boaft 
iais firie verdure, ais majeilic trees, fis 
nobltf walks, and perhaps niore beau- 
*tiftil women than the gardens of the 
Tuilleriess but we (hall look in vain 
Tor that fprightly animation, that ever- 
' lafting cheerfulnefs, which render the 
Tuilleries fo enchanting. 

We have juft reiurned from the Ho- 
pltal des Invalides, a noble building, 
adorned with fine paintings which re- 
cord 
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cord the hiftory of fotne celebrated 
faiints, whofe exploits were recounted 
with incredible rapidity by the man 
who conducted us through the chapels^ 
and who feemed to think that nothing 
could be more abfurd than our curio- 
fity, after having heard thefe ftories 
from his lips, to obferve how they were 
^old by the painters* 

As we pafled through the church, we 
faw feveral old foldiers kneeling at the 
confeiHonals, with thatTolemn devotion 
which feemed undifturbed by. our intru-^ 
. fion, and fixed upon .'Vthe things that 
are above.** 

A few days before the taking of the 
Baftille, a crowd of the Farifians aflem* 
bled at the Hopital des Invalides, and 
demanded arms of the old foldiers i 
who anfwered that they were the friends 
of their fellow-citizens, but durft not 
deliver up their arms without the ap^- 
pearance of a conteft; and therefore 
£ 4 defired 



de6r«4 th»t the people w>\M afemUe 
WftH^e l}j« giktM in gretit^r numbejfts tiie 
jd^M d^y, whtn, after firing a litfcle poww 
der upon ihcai^ tb^y wcmld throw dowa 
their arnji. The people aecordingly 
reiurni^d the foilo'ving day; and the 
my«lids> ^(ier a faica QiK)rw of refiftaqce, 
tlvew <iowa ihejr an»s, which the citi« 
zens took up, embracedl the old men^ 
Aii4 ihtn departed. 

. Wc ftopped yefterday ai La Mailbn 
de Ville, and w^em into a large apart«> 
meoi; wiier^ the mayor and corporation 
a^emj^Jte* . The ivalis slk hung round 
with pidures of Kings and Duke^ 
visich I looked at viih much lefsre^ 
(fcELthzn at the chair on which Monf. 
fiaully iita. If his piflune ihould ever 
he placed tn this apartment, I fancy 
chat, in the cftimation of pofterily, k 
nvill ^abtaixi. pnecedeney over all the 
Frances in t^ codle&ion. 

As Vie came out^ of La Maifon d^ 

Ville, 
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.Ville, wc wen bi^vn. ry: -^,.^1* i. 
V* ' • I .* - - * 

j>ofitc, ttit ur-aani^ * -:' vr . , c . v. '. 

for want of' i gull *♦».', •.»- '-'• .;'.,i.. 

qf populair 5ir;; w/r--* ;j'.' '-^'/^ .' ^,. i 
^that the fcpr ;r it *...rf'v -: . i.c i.^t 
.bloofi wrii 11 m' vriu . .1 i.,<i i:,'.- 

dencc, ^r xiit run: o' iuvlt uHi'^f luuaic 
men. c^ ^ i ^mv -eLcc: v^iti Lonor on 
the dres-crul cxpiaiiun tlic;» Lac Utade. 
I paiESffd ijD toy ifliagioatioo the ago- 
nies of ihtar families and friends ; nor 
could I fof a confiderable tinae chafe 
ihcfe gloomy ijooages from my thoughts. 
It is for ever to be regretted^ that fo 
dark a (hade of ferocious reveoge vas 
thrown acrofs the glories of the revo- 
lution. Buty alas! where do the records 
of hiftory point out a revolution un« 
ftained by fomc a£iions of barbarity ? 
When do the paflions of humah nature 
E 5 rife 

♦ The lamp-iron. 
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nfe to that pitch which produces great 
events^ without wandering into fome 
irregularities? If the French revolution 
fiiould coft no farther bl6od(hed^ it muft 
be allowed, notwithftandirig a few fliock— 

'ing inftances of public vengeance^ that 
the liberty of twenty-four millions of 

"people will have been purchafed at a 
far cheaper rate than could ever have 

^been expefled from the former expe-» 
tience of the world. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 

W^E are juft returned from Verrailles, 
where I could not help fancying I faw^ 
in the back ground of that magnificent 
abode of a defpot, the gloomy durigeoni 
of the Baftillc, which ftill haunt 'my 
imagination^ and prevented my bein^ 
much dazzled by the Iplendour of this 
fuperb palace. 

W^ were (hewn the palfages through 

which the Queen efcaped from her own 

apartment to the King's, on the memo* 

rable night when the Poijfardes vifited 

Verfeilles^ and alio the balcony at which 

• flie ftood with the Ekiuphin in her arms, 

,when, after having remained a few 

hours concealed in fome fecret recefs 

of the palace, it was thought proper to 

comply with the defire of the crowd, 

vAo repeatedly demanded her prefence* 

£ 6 I could 



&I' t « -r tT E 41 'S 

I could not help moralizing a little, on 
being told that iheapartment to which 
this balcony belongs is the very room 
in fWhich JLouis the Fourteenth died ; 
little .fufpeftiog what a fcene would, in 
the courfe of a few years, be a9:ed on 
that fpot. 

All the "bread whidh could be pro- 
cured in the town of Verfailles, was dif- 
tributed amoi^g th.e Poijfardes^; who, 
with favage ferocity, held up their mor- 
fcls of bread on .their bloody pifcei, 
towards the.hakony where the Queen 
ftoodj cryin^r, rn a tone -of defiance, 
*'*''Nous av.oris du.pain !" 

tDuring the .whole of the journey 
from Verfailles to Paris, the ^ueen 
.held the Dauphin in. her arms, \frho hati 
been ^previoufly taught to pat 'his 
infant hands together, .apd attempt to 
foften the enragod multitude by repeai- 
Ingi + " Grace pour npianian !'' 

* Wc now have bread. + Sparc znaina ! 
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de la Fayette), hoped, when his Majefty 
came out off La Maifon de Ville, thejr 
Vould teftify their gratitude. In a few 
minutes the King appeared, and was re- 
ceived with the loudeft acclamations. 

When the Queen was lately afked to 
giveherdepofition on the attempt which, 
it is faid, was made to aflaffin^ite her, by 
the Poijfardes at Verfailles, Ihe anfwered, 
with great prudence,, " *Jai tout vu, 
tout entend^j, & tout oublifi !" 

The King is now extremely popular^ 
and the people fing in the ftreets, to the 
old tune of t" Vive Henri Quatre !" 
&c. *' Vive Louis Seiae V* 

The Queen is, I am told, much altered 
lately in her appearance^ but (he is ftill 
a fine woman. Madame is a beautiful 
girl; and the Dauphin, who is about 
feven years of age is^he idol of the peo- 
ple* 

* I faw every thing, heard every, thbgi and 
have forgot every thing. * 

+ LonglivcHenzy the Fourth. long live Lewi* 
.thcSi3(t€ciith« . •: 
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pie. They expe£l that he will be edu- 
cated in the principles of the new con- 
ftitution, and will be taught to confider 
himfelf lefs a king than a citizen. He 
appears to be a fweet engaging child^ 
and I have juft heard one of his fayings 
repeated. He liasi a colleflion of ani- 
mals^ which he feeds with his own hand. 
A few days ago, an ungrateful rabbit, 
who W2is his firft favourite, bit his finger 
when he was giving him food. The 
Prince, while fmarting with the pain, 
.called out to his ^petit lapin, " Tu es 
Ariftocrate.** One of the attendants in- 
' quired, ** Eh ! Monfeigneur, qu'eft-ce 
que c'eft qu*un Ariftocrate.** ** Ce 
font t:eux,** anfwered the Prince, " qui 
font de la peine a Papa.'* 

The Kinjg lately called the Queen, en 
iadinage, Madame Capet ; to which (he 
retorted very readily, by giving his Ma- 

My 

♦ Littk rabbit. Thou art an Arlftocratc— Apd 
fmfi my Lord, what is"" an Ariftocratc ?— Thofo 
who make my papa uneaiy* 
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jefty -t^e s^ppellsi^iop of " j^Ionlle^r 
•||3f ir agps ;^t y^jjfaille^Si .tK^ir P.ffic^^r^s 

.?^9^^i^^?^ .*^.J?^^W^ ;^^^fl^.if?)fftHf 

jtl^m^up. An offic^r.Qf.my aqji^a{nt^i:j;(^e 
told ,rpe, ,that he fsji/J .to his ^fpl^diers^ 
t" J4jes ,enfafls, y.Qps ^jjq?: j(|(jnc ,^,e 

^aimonSjtous: s-il s'agjt 4*,^ll5r fQOtice 
nQSj efliTijemis, , nous.fcj^njiq.^Sj tous^jjp^^^^ 
^yo^s^fiiivre; ,raais nous i^e Uferonsj|a- 
^pia.b,^outj;e.riQSj cc^igg^jriotes/* •Sip.?e 



J^^Qfct 1$ therwofih tf;ra\ fttjicqqctjvhcn the 

,+^^y_fricnd8, you a/e mine then toforfake me; 

I ppfTeis none of your affe&on ?->^aptain«. tjiey 

anfweredi we all love you ; andj if you will lead as 

a^inft our qiemies. we are^ ready to follow you ; 

s but .we will neyerfire at ottr/elIow>cmzen3f 



♦" Vivent les Garden Fran9oifes !" re- 
founds from every quarter. 

While M{e were fitting* afteydinncr, at 
the inn at Verfailles^ the door was fud- 

tcredttLerppin. :|f g \ia^ fo ftrftRg a rp- 
ferai?lam:e ;q §ijef pg*s ipgnlf, thjit I ^ 
p^rfufyde^hgHiuftb^ ? ^^fcgg^^nt^f thg 
fymc fsiip^iiy, Wg (:py Id x\9t^ Ij)^^ §VrFP?4 

fenkiPg ^fi wit^ *fg§iflg finjRlicjty, 
%^^d, i)?r?a4ing PHf hif h^nfjs ^vkh § 
8pw »nd fojfgw qi9yerap9it, +'-* Qge^^ 
paixfoit ^«p vpy^-" :^P4^Hen4ppart/£d. 
J h^ye been freq^ptly pjff in mind of 
§terne, fince my arrival jfj France; ani^ 
ILhe.&rft poft-boy I f^^w ini4;ckr^9pt5,ap7 
peare^ to me a very claflical J^gure, hy 
recalling the idea of La Fle,ur mounted 
9P his bid/t. 

'* Long live the French Guards. 
+ Peace be \^'idi vou. ' 

LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

W^E have been at all the Theatres^ 
and I am charmed with the comic a£t« 
ors. The tragic performers afforded 
me much lefs pleafure. Before we cart 
admire Madame Veftris, the firft tragic 
aSrefs of Paris, we muft have loft the 
impreffion (a thing impoffible) of Mrs. 
Siddons's performance; who, inftead 
of ** tearing, a paflion to rags/' like 
Madame Veftris, only tears the hearts 
of the audience with fympatby. 

Moft of the pieces we have fecn at 
the French theatres have been little 
comedies relative to the circumftances 
of the times, and, on that account^ 
preferred, in this moment of enthufiafm, 
to all the wit of 'Moliere. Thefe little 
pieces might perhaps read coldly enough 
in your ftudy, but have a moft charm- 
ing 
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ififf effe& i^u:i ; 

appl^ule 

national guarxi. ■'.•' -f- 

fcehes 



liational tc^a^ jes- -^^x- . ^ . 
whole aoidLenr.* 'v: f .-.. ^ 
is one air js s^*^--..-^ • . 
univcT&i. * 5tfv^4.. ^ ..^ . ^ 

^' le Cj^Zc^ :v^..^^: ; . . 

the Jvi'T x-^ ^^ ', . . - 

not CoTji ^•. *:v-r' l^v*:-: *-• ^. 

dcli^in, am^ of kiuCI- c. L.;y c<.r .: l:^- 

Cioraowiche^ 
* It will go <«. 
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Giornowiche. the cckbrated player 
op the violin, who was fo.much 'the 
fafhion laft winter at London. I am 

- /J Ml • iT' :'x • • > i'.':'T^ r . ,< ff 

told, fqoietimes aniufed hiaifelf at Paris, 
by gCUJng up into one of th^ traces of 
the Salais Royal, after it was dark, and 
calling forth tones frotfi his violin, fit to 
V take tJiQ prifon'd foul, and Jap it in 
Elyfium.V Ue has freqHently detppejj 
fom<e thpufands of p^qpl? half the pigljit 
in th^ Palais ^oyaj, wlio, feefori tfcejf 
difcpverecj the p^jhrm^j^] qfe^ jp c^ll 

S?>! ifl F^P^'JFi^^ " ^M^i W^S !'^e-^ft 

?ff PP?> ^^ ^ Pi'.f ^t^d ,at fi^ppp^r vf}f^ .\^if 
S^^'F'^C^JP^'?" 5 p^.i.!? ^i>€.ptli^r, )i,e^ 
embracing Sully, .w,Ho i^ >.rougJit jTor- 
yard gn ^ couch, after having been 

wounded 
* This isjbe^tcr^|Jianpiomowiclio» 
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wounded iri Dattle. Nothing has af- 

ibrcjed riie more delight, (rhce I came 

to ^f'rance, than the honours which are 

paid to my Favourite hfcro, Henry the 

Fourth^ wndni 1 i)'refer to all the 

'Alexanders and Fredericks that ever 

exifted*. They may be terribly fublime. 

If you wu^ ahci have great craims to my 

admiration ; but as for, my love, all 

that portion of it which I bellow on 

heroes, is already ih Henry's poflefii'on. 

/Little ftatues of Henry t'h'e Fourth 

and Sully are Very comnadn. SiiUy is 

'reprefenteSlcnee/ing at t\ie feet of this 

amiable Prince, who holds oiit his 

hand to him ; arid on the bate of ihe 

ftatue are written the words which Sulfy 

Tccbrds in his Memoirs : *" Mafz le- 

vez-vou's, le vez-vbiis done, oully . oh 

croiroit que je vous^pardonne.'* 

"i^hilefh'e'ttatWoftferiVy^VJFoiihli, 

-iSTn 

^ ^ * But rife, pray rife, Sully ; they will believe 
I am forgiving ybiit 
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on the PonuNeuf, is illuminated and 
decorated with national ribbon^ that of 
Louis the Fourteenth, in the Place 
Viftoire, is ft ripped of its former often- 
tatious ornaments; the nations which 
were reprefented enchained at his feet, 
having been removed fince the revolu- 
tion. The figure of Fame is, however^ 
fiill left hovering behind the ftatue of 
the King, with a crown of laurel in her 
hand, which, it is generally fuppofed, 
(he is going to place upon his head. 
But 1 have heard of a French wit, who 
inquired whether it was really her in- 
tention to place the laurel on his Ma- 
jefty's head, or whether flie had juft 
taken it off. . 

In our ride this morning, we ftopped 
at the Place Royale, where 1 was di- 
verted by reading, on the front of a 
little (hop under the piazi^as, thefe 
words : " Robelin, *£crivain. — Mc- 

moires 



• Writer.'^— Memoirs and fetters written at. a 
moderate price, for the Nation* " " 
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nioires & lettres ecrites a jufte prlxi k 

I3. nadon." I am told that Mohf. Ro-i 

bdin is In very flourifhing bunnrfM 

a.nd perhaps I might have had rccourlo 

^o him for affiftance in my corrcfponcU 

dice with youy if I did not leave Pui Im 

t:o-morrow. You (hall hear from lue 

-from Rouen. . 



lETTER 
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LtETTE.R xnr. 

We h*ad a ifebft ftgrfeeablfe Jdiirhgy 
From Paris t6 Rouen, travfellihg a hun- 
dred ifnHes along the borders of th6 
Seine, through a beautiful country^, 
richly wooded, and finely diverfified by 
hill and valley. We pafled feveral 
magnificent chateaux^ and faw many a 
fpire belonging to Gothic edifices, 
which, it would feem, were built of 
fuch lafliing materials, with the moral 
purpofe of leading the mind to refleO: 
on the comparatively fhort duration of 
human life. Frequently an old venera- 
ble crofs, placed at the fide of the road 
by the piety of remote ages, and never 
pafled by Roman Catholics without 
fome mark of refpeft, throws a kind of 
^religious fan6lity over the landfcape. 
^e Hopped to look at the immenfe 

machine 
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machine which conveys water to Vcr- 
failles and Marly. The water is raifcd, 
by means of this machine, fixty feet, 
and is carried the ditlance of five hun* 
4red. 1 never heard a found which 
filled my mind with more horror than 
the noife occafioned \^ the movements 
of this tremendous machine; while, at 
the fame time, the vaft chafms, whcf« 
the water foams with angry violence, 
make the brain giddy; and I wa« glad 
to leave thefe images of terror. 

Part of our journey was performed 
by moonlight, which flept moft fwcctly 
upon the bank, and fpread over the 
landfcape thofe foftencd graces which 
I will not attempt to defcribc, left my 
pen fhould ftray into rhyme. 

We paffed the chateau of Rofni, a 
noble domain given to Sully by Henry 
the Fourth; a teftimony of that friend- 
fliip vhich reflefts equal honour on the 
King and the Minifter. 

F About 
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Giornowiche. the cekbrated player 
op the violin, who was fo.,miich the 
fafhion laft winter at London. I am 
told, fquietimes ainufed hiaifelf at Paris, 
by g€Uing up into one of th^ trees of 
the Calais Royal, after it was dark, ana 
calling forth tones frotfi his violin, fit to 
?* take the prifon'd foul, and lap it in 
Elyfium.V Up has freqHently detainejj 
fomp thpufands of peppl? half the pigf^t 
in th^ Palais ^oyal, w^o, beforf tfcejf 
difppycrcf^ the jig^forrnQfi ufe^|p .c^ij 

J ^ j"-^ ^PfSfnpd %/P ft,e;i/i^ ,tb(^ 

jyorjc pf ^^gjc. 'It ^^Yf m? P^e^ferj 

?fl PP?> ^^ ^!^ Pi'^F^^ .at fi^ppf,r w^ f^^ 

embracing Sully, ,w^h,o i^ ,bxoy^g.ht for- 
yar^ gn ^ couch, after having been 

wounded 

* ITiis is theater ^tji^npiornowicho* 
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wouriSed ip battle. Notliing hais af- 
Forded fne more delight, frhce I came 
to ti'rance, tKan the honours which arc 
paiQ to my Favourite hfero, Henry the 
rour'thj \vnoni I i)'refer to all the 
'Alexanders and Fredericks that ever 
eiifted*. They may be iterribry fublime, 
if you wflh, and have great craims to my 
admiration ; but as for my Jove, au 
that portion of u which 1 beftow on 
heroes, is alreiadyin tlehry*s pojOTellion. 
Little ftatiies of Henry the P^durtti 
Vnd Sully are Very common. Sully lis 
Veprefented Icneefing at tlie feet of this 
"amiable Prince, who holBs oiit his 
Tiahd to him ; arid on the bafe of the 

ftatue are written the words' which Sulfy 
records in his Memoirs : *" ^aiz le- 
"vez-vou's, levez-vbiis done, oully j oh 

crbiroit que je vous^pardonne.'* 
\^hile the 'itatWof HenV'^feV^ 



-6"n 



* But rife, pray nfe, Sully ; they will believe 
J am forgiving yout 
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fo good a matter. It is impoffible not 
to regret that the property of the Car-. 
dinal de la Rochefoucault is diminiftied, 
by whom it was only employed in diC- 
penfing happinefs. 

After vifiting the cattle, I returned 
fomewhat in mournful mood to the inn, 
where there was nothing calculated to 
convey one cheerful idea. The cieling 
of our apartment was croffed with old 
bare beams; the tapeftry with which the 
room was hung, difplayed, like the drefs 
of Otway's old woman, •* variety of 
wretchednefs;" the canopied beds were 
of coarfe dirty ftufF; two piftures, in 
tawdry gilt frames, flandered the fweet 
countenances of the Dauphin and Ma- 
dame; and the floor was paved with 
brick. In fhort, one can fcarcely ima« 
gine a fcene more remote from Eng^ 
land, hi accommodation and comfort, 
than the country inns of France : yet, 
in this habitation^ where an Englitti-' 

man 
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LETTER XIV. 

Rouen is one of the largeft and 
moft commercial towns of France. It 
is fituated on the banks of the Seine ; 
has a fine quay, and a fingular bridge, 
of barges placed clofe together, with 
planks fixed upon them: the bridge 
rifes and finks with the tide,, and opens 
for veffels to pafs. 

The ftreets of Rouen are fo narrow, 
dark, and frightful, that, to borrow an 
expreffion from Madame Sevigne, " elles 
abufent de la p^rmiffion qu'ont les rues 
Fran^oifes d'etre laides." There are 
many figures of Saints to be feen from 
thefe ugly ftreets, placed in little niches 
in the walls. The Virgin Mary is feated 
in one of thefe niches, with the infant in 
her arms; and in the neighbourhood is 

St. 

* *< They abufc the permiffion the French 
ftreets have of being ugly.'* 



FROM FRANC K* lOfJ 

St. Anne^ who has the credit of haviiif^ 
taught the Virgin to read. Kvcry iii^hi 
the general darknefs of the town h a lit- 
tle difpelled by the lamps which the 
people place in the niches, ^ " pour 
eclairer les Saints/' 

Rouen is furroundcd by fine bottle^ 
ijards, that form very beautiful walks. 
On the top of the hill of S*' Catharine, 
which overlooks the town, are the ruins 
of a fort called St. Michell, from which 
.Henry the Fourth befieged Rouen. I 
love to be put in mind of Henry the 
Fourth, and am therefore very well 
pleafed that, whenever I go to walk, 
I can fix my eyes on the hill of S'* Ca- 
tharine. 

I always feel a little afhamed of my 
country, when I pafs the fpot where the 
Maid of Orleans was executed, and on 
which her ftatue ftands, a monument of 
our difgrace. The allies of her perfe- 
F 4 cutor, 

* " To light the Saints." 
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cutor, John Duke of Bedford, rtp6F<r 
at no great diftance, within a tomb of 
black marble, in the cathedral^ which 
was built by the Englifh. One cannot 
feel much refpe6l for the judgment of 
our anceftqrs, in choofing, of ail places 
under the fun, the cathedral of Rouen 
for the tomb of hitn whofe name is 
tranfmitted to us with the epithet of 
the good Duke of Bedford: for you 
have fcarcely left the cathedral, before 
the fiatue of Jean d*Arc flares y^tk m 
the face, and feems to caft a moft for- 
midable fhade over th^ gcfod Duke*5 
virtues. 

The cathedral is a very tnaghificent 
edifice ; and the great bell is ten feet 
high, and weighs thirty-fix thoufand 
pounds. But^ in France, it h not what 
is ancient, but what is modem, tliat moft 
powerfully engages attention. Nothing 
in this fine old cathedral ititerefted me 
fo much as the confecrated banner, 

which. 
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power,and the dark iniquity of lettres-de-^ 
cachet; to quench the fair ftar of liberty, 
which has arifen on their hemifphere, 
and fufFer themfelves to be once more 
guided by the meteor of defpotifm. 

A very confiderable number, even 
among the nobility of France, have had 
the virtue to fupport the caufe of free- 
dom ; and, forgetting the little confi- 
derations of vanity, which have fome 
importance in the ordinary courfe of 
human affairs, but which are loft and 
annihilated when the mind is animated 
by any great fentiment, they have cho- 
fer^rto become the benefaftors rather 
than the oppreffors of their country; 
the citizens of a friee State, inftead of 
the flavcs of a defpotic Monarch. They 
will no longer bear arms to gratify the 
ambitioifi, or the caprice of a Minifter; 
they will no longer exert that impetu- 
ous cand gallant fpirit, for which they 
have ever been diftinguifhed, in any 

caufe 
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caufe unworthy of its eiForts. The fire 
J of valour, which they have too often 
employed for the purpofes of deftruc- 
tion, will -henceforth be direQed to more 
generous ends. They will choofe ano- 
,ther path to renown. Inftead of at- 
tempting to take the citadel of glory by 
ftorm, they will prefer the fame of an 
honourable defence, and, renouncing 
.the fanguinary laurel, ftrive with more 
exalted enthufiafm, to obtain the civic 
wreath. Yes, the French nation will in- 
violably guard, will tranfmit to pofterity, 
the facred rights of freedom. Future 
ageswillcelebrate,with grateful comme- 
moration, the fourteenth of July; and 
ftrangers, when they vifit France, will 
haften with impatience to the Champ de 
Mars, filled with that enthufiafm which 
is awakened by the view of a place where 
any great fcene has been afted. I think 
I hear them exclaim, ** Here the Fede- 
ration was held ! here an affembled na- 
F 6 tion 
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tion devoted theiirfel ves lo freedom !" I 
fancy I fot Aeiti pointing out the fpot 
•on which the ahar of the counftry ftdod. 
I fee them -eagtrly fearcTiing for thfe 
pliice where they have heard it record- 
-cd, that the National AflemfMy were 
feated! 1 think of thefe things, ami 
then repeat to tnyTelf with tranfport^ 
** / was a fpeftatoT of the Federation I" 
But thefe meditations have led fne to 
travel through the fpace of fo many cen- 
turies, that it is really difficult to get 
back again to the prefent times. Did 
you expefl; that I fliould ever dip my 
pen in politics, who ufed to take fo 
fmaH an intereft in public affairs, that I 
•recolleft-'a gentleman of my acquaint- 
ance furprifed me not a little, by inform- 
ing me of the war between the Turks 
•and the Ruffians, at a time when all the 
^opki of Europe, except my'felf, had 
been two years in poiOfeffion of (his in- 
telligence ? 

If 
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If howevet my love oC the Freiidi 

Tevolution requires an tfpology, yoa 
Thall receive one in a very fliort time 5 

for I am going to Monf. du F *s 

thateau, and will fend you from thence 
the hiftoty of hh misfortuTics. They 
-were the infliftions of tyranny ; and 
you -will rejoice with me that tyranny is 
no more. 

Before 1 clofe my letter, I fliaTl n>en- 
tion a fingular privilege of the rhurch 
of Rouen; which is, the power of fct- 
ting fr^e a murderer every year on the 
day of Afceti'fion. It feems that in the 
^time of Kitig Dagobert, who reigtied in 
the fixth ce^ntary, a horrible and unre- 
lenting dragon defolated the country, 
'fparing neither man nor beaft. St. 
Romain, who was then bifhop of Rou- 
en, afked for two criminals to affift him 
In an enterprife he had the cotrrage to 
meditate agarnft the dragon ; and with 
thefe aideS'de^camfhc fallied forth, killed 
1 .the 
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the monfter, and delivered the country. 
In confequence of this miracle, Dago- 
bert gave th^ fucceflbrs of St. Romain 
the privilege of fetting a murderer free 
every year on Afcenfion-day. The 
bones of St* Romain are carried by the 
criminal in a gilt box through the 
ftreets : the figure of a hideous animal 
Ireprefenting the dragon, though it is 
fufpefted of flandering his countenance, 
accompanies thefe venerable bones, and 
has generally a young living wolf placed 
in its maw, except when it is ^jmir 
jnaigre, and then the dragon is provided 
with a large fifli. The counfellors of 
the parliament, dreffed in their fcarlet 
robes, attend this proceffion to a churchy 
where high mafs is faid ; and, thefe ce« 
remonies being performed, the crimi- 
nal is fet at liberty; but it is only where 
there are fome ftrong alleviating cir- 
cumftances in the cafe of the offender, 

that 

• Faftsday^ 
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that he is fufFered in this manner to 
evade the punifhment of his crimes. 

Yefterday, in a little town called 
Sotte Ville, joined to Rouen by the 
bridge^ a political difpute arofe between 
the Cure and his parifhioners. The 
enraged Cure exclaimed, *** Vous^^tes 
une aflemblee d'anes;" to which one 
of the parifhioners anfwered, with great 
calmnefs, t" Oui, Monf. le Cure, 8c 
vous en etes le pafteur.'* 

• You are an aflembly of affcs, 

+ Yes, Sir ; and you are our preacher. 



LETTER 



tit L to T 4* E It 6 



LETTER XV. 

1 HEARD •/« Kfujft milUaire, on Sufi* 
day laft, at a church where all the na- 
tional guard of Rouen attended. The 
fervice began with rhe loudeft thunder 
of drums and trufnpets^ and feemed 
more like a lignal for battle than for 
devotion ; but the mufic foon foftencd 
into the moft foothing founds, which 
flowed from the organ, clarinets, flutes^ 
and hautboys ; the priefts chanted, and 
the people made refponfes. The wax 
tapers were lighted; holy water was 
fprinkled on the ground ; incenfe was 
burnt at the altar; and the elevation of 
the Hoft was announced by the found 
of the drum ; upon which the people 
knelt down, and the prieft proftrated 
his face towards the earth. There is 

fomething 
* The military mafi* 
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foml^thing'afFeflihg in the po«ip and {t>^ 
lemhities of thefe ceremonies. Indeed, 
the Roman Catholic worfliip, though a 
fad ftumblirtg-block to reafon, is ftrik- 
ing to the imagination. I have more 
than oxHic beacd the fei*vke for th^ dead 
performed, and never can hear it with*. 
out emotion $ without feeling that in 
thofe tnelatltholy feparation«, which 
bury every hop^s of the furvivor in thfe 
relentlefs gravfe, the heart that can de*- 
lade itfelf with thebelief that bis ptayers 
teay avail any thing to the departed ob« 
je^ of its affections, muft find confo^ 
latioti in thus uniting a trib^e of ten«- 
dertiefa, with the performance of a re- 
ligious duty. 

We have been at feveral convents at 
Rouen. The firft to which we went was 
a convent of BenediQ:i^ Nuns* When 
we had entered the gates we rang a beli, 
and a fervant appeared,and defired us to 
150 up ftairs to the parloir. We opened 
a wrong door^ and found, in a room 

grated 
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grated acrofs the middle with iron bars^ 
a young man fitting on one fide of the 
grate, and a young nun on the other. 
I could not help thinking that the heart 
of this young man was placed in a peri- 
lous fituation ; for where can a young* 
woman appear fo interefting, as when 
feen within that gloomy barrier, which 
death alone can remove? What is there, 
in all the oftentation of female drefs, fo 
likely to affeft a man of fenfibility, as 
that difmal habit which feems fa much 
-at variance with youth and beauty, and 
is worn as the melancholy fymbol of an 
eternal renunciation of the world and 
all its pleafures ? We made an apology 
to the nun for our intruficn ; and (he 
direfted us to another apartment^where, 
a few minutes after we had feated our- 
felves on one fide of the grate, La De- 
pofitaire entered on the other, and told 
us that the Abbefs, whom we had de- 
fired to fee, was not yet rifen from din- 
ner; and La Dcpofitaire hoped we 

would 



FROM FRANCE. II5 

would wait a little; ♦" Parce que/* faid 
fhe, " Madame I'Abbeffe etoit obligee 
hier de fe lever de table de bonne heure, 
&elle fe trouvoit un peu incommodee." 
You mud obferve that the Abbefs dined 
at three o'clock, and it was now paft fix. 
At length this lady, who was fo fond of 
long dinners, appeared. She is a wo- 
man of fifty, but is ftill handfome ; has 
a frank agreeable countenance, fine 
ey esj and had put on her veil in a very 
beconning manner. We wiftied to be 
admitted to the interior part of the 
convent; and with this view a French 
gentleman, who was of our party, t ** fe 
mit a conter des hiftoires a Madame 
I'Abbefle.'* 

He told her that my fifter and I, 
though Englifli women, were Catholics, 
and wiflied to be received into the con* 

vent, 

* Becaufe^ faid Ihc, the Abbefs was obliged to 
rife from table very foon yefterdayj and found 
herfclf a little indifpofed. 

f Told a great many fables to the Abbefs. 
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vent, aftd even, if it had been poflible, 
to take th^ vows. The Abbefs inquired 
if he was quite fure of our beirig Catho-. 
lies; upon which the gentleman, a little 
puzzled what to anfwer, infinuated that 
Monf. du F— '- had probably the merit 
of our tonverfion. ** But I have heard,'* 
faid the Abbefs, " from Madame——, 
that Monf. dti F— - ha« become a Pr6* 
teftanthimfelf.** Monf. du F^— , who 
h truth itfelf, avowed hh principles 
without hefitationj while the Abbcfe, 
turning to La Depofitaire, exclaimed, 
♦** Mais comme Monfieur eft aimabfe! 
quels beaux fentimetis ! Ah, Monfieur^ 
vous etes trop bon pour que Dreu vous 
laiffe dans I'erreur." " St. Auguftin,*' 
continued flie^ * had once fome doubts; 
I hope you will be a fecond St. Auguf- 
tin : myfelf, and all my community, wifl 
pray for yourconverfion." La Depo- 
fitaire, 

* How ABiiable fxeisi vAust mftk feattments! 
Ah, Sir, you are too good for God to Wsfre ym 
ineiVMr, 
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fitaire, who was a tall thin old womari^ 
with a (harp malignant countenance^ 
addedj calling a look on Monf. du K-««^ 
full of the contempt of fupcrior kwtwm 
lodge, '* It is not furprifing that a youu^ 
man^ after paiSng feveral ye^ru in Eng- 
land, that country of hcretici, (hould 
find his faith fomewhat Oiakcn ; but he 
only wants to be enlightened by MonC 
le Cure de -— — , who will immediately 
diifipate all his doubts/' 

From the convent of the Benedi£linef 
we went to that of the Carmelites, where 
^religion, which was meant to be a fource 
. of happinefs in this world, as well as in 
the next, wears an afpeft of the moft 
gloomy horror. When we entered the 
convent, it feemed the refidence of fi- 
lence and folitude ; no voice was heard, 
no human creature appeared; and when 
we rang the bell, a perfon, whom we 
could not fee, inquired, through a hole 
in the wall, what we wanted. On be- 
ing 
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ing informed that we wifhed to fpeak to 
theSuperieure, puttingherhandthrough 
the hole, {he gave us a key, and defired 
us to unlock the door of the parloir. 
This we accordingly did ; and in a few 
minutes the Superieure came to a thick 
double grate, with a curtain drawn at 
the infide, to prevent the poflibility of 
being feen. Our French gentleman 
again talked of our defire to enter the 
convent, and begged to know the rules. 
A hollow voice anfwered, that the Car- 
melites rofe at four in the morning in 
fummer, and five in the winter : — 
** Obedient flumbers, that can wake and 
weep!'* — That they flept in their cof- 
fins, upon flraw, and every morning 
dug a fhovel-full of earth for their 
graves ; that they walked to their devo- 
tional excrcifes upon their knees ; that 
when any of their friends vifited them, 
if they fpoke, they were not fuffcred to 
be feen; or if they were feen, they were 

not 
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not fufFered to fpeak ; that with them it 
was *ioujmrs maigre, and they only 
tafted food twice a day. 

Our Frenchman faid, " til faut, Ma- 
dame» que ce3 demoifelles reflcchifl'cnt 
fi cela leur convient." The poor Car- 
melite agreed that the matter required 
fome reflexion, and we departed. 

As we returned home meditating on 
the lot of a Carmelite, we met in the 
ilreet three nuns walking in the habit of 
their order. Upon inquiry, we were 
told that they had been forced by their 
parents to take the veil ; and, fince the 
decree of the National Aflembly giving 
them liberty, they had obtained per-* 
miffion to pay a vifit for three months 
to fome friends who fympathifed in their 
unhappinefs, and were now on their 
journey. 

The monks and nuns muft, in a fliort 

time, 

* Always a faft. 

+ Thefe young ladies, Madam, muft 'confider 
whether thefe regulations will fuit them. 
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time, decide whether they- will finally 
leave their cloiftcps or not ; and the re- 
ligious houfes which are vacated will be 
fold. In the departmewt of Rouen a 
calculation has been made, that^ 'after 
paying every monk feven hundr^, and 
every nun five hundred livres a year, 
out of the revenues of the religious 
houfes, the depart-ment will gain fixty 
thoufand livres a year. The monks and 
nuns above fixty years of age, who choofe 
to leave their convents, will bcallowed an 
annual penfion of nine hundred livres* 
A letter was read in the National Af- 
femhly, a few days ago, from a prieft, in- 
treating that the clergy might have per- 
miflion to marry; a privilege which, it is 
t|iought, the Affenjbly will foon autho- 
rife. ♦" On a bouleverfe tout,'* faid an 
old Curc,a fierce Ariftocrate, with whom 
I was in company^.t** & meme on veut 

porter 

* They have overturned every thing* 
+ And wouU even cany the pro&oation fo far 
as to fu^Tei the priefis to jsarry. 



porter la pro£uia.tioo fi loin qott de ma* 
ricT Ics pirtrcs.*' It is conjeaured, 
however, that the younger part of the 
clergy cfaisk of this meafure Kriib le& 
konor than die old Cure« 

IW'c arrived laft night at MonC du 
F ■ ■ ■ * s ckaUsm, without having vifitedj 
during our tLxy at Rouen^ the tomb of 
WilHam the Conqueror^ who is buried 
at Caen, a town thirty leagues diftant. 
But I have beoi too lately at the Champ 
de Mars, to travel twelve leagues in 
order to fee the tomb of a tyrant. 

Upon Monf. du F— ~'s arrival at 
the chateau^ all his tenants, with their 
wives and daughters^ came to pay their 
refpe£ts to Monfeigneur/ and were ad« 
dreifed by Monfieur and Madame with 
thofe endearing epithets which give 
fuch a charm to the French language, 
and are To much more rejoicing to the 
heart than our formal appellations. 
Here a peafant girl is termed^ by the 
G lady 
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lady of the chateau^ * " Ma bonne amie. 
Ma petite, Mon enfant ;'* while thofe 
pretty monofyllables ftu, ia, &c. ufed 
only to the neareft relations, and to fer- 
vants, imprefs the mind with the idea 
of that affeflionate familiarity, which 
fo gracefully foftens the diftance - of 
iituation, and excites in the dependant, 
not prefumption, but gratitude. J; ** Et 
comment te portes-tu. La Voie? faid 
Monf. du F - to one of his fanners. 
$ " Affez bien, Monfeigneur," replied 
he; ^* mais j'eus la fievre a Paques^ 
a votre fervice.'* 

* My good friend. My little girl. My chilcU 
+ Thou, thy, &c. 
J And how do you doj La Voic ? 
§ Pretty well, my Lord i but I had a fever laft 
£afier> at your fervice* 
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X Embrace the firft hours of Icifure, 
which I have found fincc my arrival at 
the chakau, to fend you the hiftory of 
my friends. 

Auguftin Franfois Thomas du F— -, 
cldeft fon of the Baron du F— — ,Coun- 
fellor of the Parliament of Normandy, 
was born on the fifteenth of July, 1750. 
His early years -were embittered by the 
feverity of his father, who was of a dif* 
pofition that preferred the exercife of 
domeftic tyranny to the bleflings of fo- 
cial happinefs, and chofc rather to be 
dreaded than beloved. The endearing 
name of father conveyed no tranfport to 
Aw heart, which, being wrapt up in fteVn 
infenfibility, was cold even to thq com- 
mon feelings of nature. 

The Baron's aufterity was not indeed . 
confined to his fon, but extended to all 
G 2 his 
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his dependants. Formed by nature £br 
the fupport of the ancient government 
of France>he matntained hisariftocratic 
rights with unrelenting feverity, ruled 
his feudal tenures with a rod of iron, 
^nd confidered the lower order of peo- 
ple as a fet of beings whofe exiftence 
was tolerated merely for the ufe of the 
nobility. The poor, he believed, were 
only born far fuffering ; and he deter- 
mined, as far as in himlay, not to deprive 
them of their natural inheritance. Oa 
the whole, if it were the great purpofe of 
human life to be hattd, perhaps no per- 
fon ever attained that end more comi- 

pletely than the Baron da F . 

His fon difcovcred early a taile for 
literature, and received an education 
fuitable to his rank and fortune. As he 
advanced in life, tlje treatment he ex- 
perienced from his father became more 
^nd more intolerable to him, as, far from 
inheriting the fame charader, he poffeff- 

. cd 

2 
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ed the moft amiable difpofitions^ and' 
the moft feeling heart. 

His mother, feeble alike in mind and 
body, fubmitted with the hclpleffnefs, 
and almoft with the thoughtleflhefs of a 
child, to the imperious will of her huf- 
band. Theirfamily was iticreafed by two* 
more Ions and two daughters; but thefe 
children, being feveral years younger 
than Monf. du F — — , were not of aft 
age to afford him the cohfolations of 
friendfhip; and the young man wouM 
have found his fituation intolerable, hut 
for the fympathy of a perfon in whofc 
focicty every evil was forgotten. 

This perfon, his attachment to whom^ 
has tinftured the colour of his life, was 
the youngeft of eight ehiTdren, of a re« 
fpeftable family of Bourgeois at Rouen* 
There is great reafon to believe that her 
father was defcendcd from the younger 
branch of a noble family of the fame 
name, and bearing the fame arms. But, 
G 3 unhap- 
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unhappily^ feme linfcs were wanting lu 
thischainof honourableparentage. The 
claim to nobility couM not be traced to 
the entire fatisfaftion of the Baron; who, 
though he would have difpenfed with 
any moral qualities in favour of rank^ 
confidered obfcure birth as a radical 
ftain, which could not be wiped off by 
all the virtues under Heaven, He look- 
ed upon marriage asmerelyaconventioi> 
of intereft, and children as a property^ 
of which it was reafonable for parents 
to make the moft in their power. 

The father of M"' Monique C ^ 

was a farmer, and died three months be- 
fore the birth of this child ; who, with 
feven other children, was educated with 
the utmoft care by their mother, a wo- 
man of fenfe and virtue, beloved by all 
to whom fhe was known. It feemed as 
if this refpeftable woman had, after the 
death of her hu{band,only fupported life 
for the fake of her infant family, from 

whom 
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^hom flie was iriatched by deaths the 
moment her maternal cares became no 
longer neceffary; hefyoungeft daughter, 
Monique, having, at this period, juft 
attained her twentieth year. Upon the 
death of her mother, Monique went to 
live with an aunt,with whom (he remain- 
ed only a very fhort time, being invited 

by Madame du F , to whom (he was 

well known, to come and live with her 
as an humble companion, to read to her 
when (he was difpored to liften, and to 
enliven the fuUen grandeur of the cA(?- 
teau, by her animating vivacity. 

This young perfon had cultivated her 
excellent underftanding by reading,and 
her heart flood in no need of cultiva- 
tion. Monf. du F found in the 

charms of her converfation, and in the 
fympathy of her friendfhip, the moft 
foothing confolation under the rigour of 
parental tyranny. Living feveral years 
beneath the fame roof, he had conftant 
G 4 oppor- 
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opportunities of obferving her difpoii* 
tion and charader; atid the p^affion with 
which {he at length infpired hm, wa$ 
founded on the lading bafis of efteem. 
If it was ever pardonable to deviate 
from that law^ in the code of intereft 
and etiquette, which forbids the hpart tp 
liften to its beft emotions; which^ ftifling 
every generous fentioient of pure difin-i> 
tereided attachment, facrificeslove at the 
ferine of avarice or ambition ; the vir- 
tues of Monique were fuch as might ex^ 
cufe this deviation. Yes, the charader^ 
the condud of this amiable perfon, havo 
nobly juftified her lover*s choice. How 
long might he have vainly fought, in the 
higheft claffes ofibciety, a mind fo ek-f 
vated above the common mafs! — b, min^ 
that, endowed with the moft exquifite 
fenfibility, has had fufficient firmnefs to 
fuftain, with a calm and equal fpirit, 
every tranfition of fortune, the moft 
fevere trials of adverfity, and perhaps 

what 
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what is ilill more difficult to hezr, the 
trial of high profperity. 

Monf. du F had been Uughc^ by 

bis early misfortunei^ that domeftic hap« 
pinefs was the firft good of life. He had 
already found by experience^ the infttf« 
ficiency of rank and fortune to confer 
enjoyment, and he determined to feek* 
it in the bofom of conjugal felicity. 
He determined to pafs his life with her 
whofe fociety now feemed eflential not 
only to his happinefs^ but to his very 
exiftence. 

At the folemn hour of midnight, the 
young couple went to a church, where 
they were met by a prieft whom Morif. 

du F had made the confident of bis 

attachment, and by whom the marriage 
ceremony was performed. 

Some time after, when the fituation- 

of his wife obliged Monf. du F— — - to 

acknowledge their marriage, to his mo- 

ther> (he aifured her fon that fhe woula 

G5 willingly 
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willingly confent to receive his wife as 
her daughter, but for the dread of his 

father^s refentment. Madame du F^ , 

with tears of regret, parted with Mo*- 
nique, whom fhe placed under the pro- 
teftion of her brothers: they conduced 
her to Caen, where Ihe was foon after 
delivered of a fom 

Th€ Baron du F was abfent while 

thefe things were paffing : he had been 
fufpefted of being the author of a piim-* 
phlet written againft the Princes of the 
Blood, and an order was iffued to feize 
bis papers, and condufl him to the Ba- 
ftille; but he found means to efcape into 
Holland, where he'remained nearly two 
years. Having made his peace with the 
Miniftry, he prepared to come home ; 
but before he returned, Monf. du F - 
received intelligence that his father^ ir- 
ritated almoft to madnefs by the iafor- 
mation of his marriage, was making ap^ 
plication for ^UUrc-de-'Cachet, in order to. 

confine 
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confine his<iaughter-in-law for the reft 
of her life ; and had alfo obtained power 
to have his foh feized and imprifoned. 

Upon this Monf. du F and his wife 

fled with precipitation to Geneva, leav- 
ing their infant at nurfe near Caen. The 
Genevois feemed to think that the un- 
fortunate fituation of thefe ftrangers 
gave them a claim to all the offices of 
friendfhip. After an interval of many 
years, I have never heard Monf. or Ma- 
dame du F recall the kindnefs they 

received from that amiable people, with- 
out tears of tendernefs and gratitude. 

Meanwhile the Baron, having difco- 
vered the place of his fon's retreat, ob- 
tained, in the name of the King^ per- 
ihiflion from the Cantons of Berne and 
Friburg to arreft them at Laufanne, 
where they had retired for fome months. 
The wife of le Seigneur Baillif fecretly 
gave the young people notice of this de- 
fign; and on the thirtieth of January, 
G 6 ^ 1775, 
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1775, they had juft time to make their 

efcape^ with only a few livrcs in their 

pockets^ and the clothes in which they 

were dreffed. Monf. du F ■ ■* ■ , upon 

his firft going to Switzerland^ had lent 

thirty loutft to a friend in diftrefs. He 

now, in this moment of necefEty, dc« 

fired to be repaid^ and was promifed-the 

money within a month: mean time, be 

and his wife wandered from town ta 

town, without finding any place where 

tbey could remain in fecurity. They 

had fpent all their fmall (lock of money^ 

and were almoft without clothes: bur^ 

at the expiration of the appointed time» 

the thirty louis were paid; and with this 

fund Monf. and Madame du F 

determined to take (belter in the only 

country which could afford them a (afe 

afylum from perfecution, and immedi^ 

ately fet off for England, travelling 

through Germany, and part of Holland, 

to avoid paflBng through France. 

They 
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They embarked at Rotterdam i and^ 

after a long and gloomy paflage, arrived 

late at night at London. An old And re« 

fpedable man^who was their fellow-paC* 

fenger, had the charky to procure them 

a lodging in a garret^ and dtreded them 

vhere to purchafe a few ready-made 

clothes. When they bad remained in 

this lodging the time neceffary for be-* 

coming pariihioners^ their banns were 

publiflied in the church of St. Anne» 

Wcftminfter, where they were married 

by the Curate of the parifb. They then 

went to the chapel of the French Am- 

balTador^ and were again married by his 

Chaplain ; after whicb, Monf. du F — - 

told me, *♦* Les deux epoux vinrent 

faire maigre chere a leur petite cham^ 

bre/' 

Monf. du F^ endeavoured to oIk- 

tain a fituation at a fchool, to teach the 
French language; but before fuch a 

fituation 

* ifhe new-married couple kept a faft la their 
little apartment^ 
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fituation could be found, his wife was 
delivered of a girl. Not having fuffi- 
cient money to hire a nurfe, he attended 
her himfelf. At this period they en- 
dured all the horrors of abfolute want. 
Unknown and unpitied, without help 
or fupport, in a foreign country, and in 
the depth of a fevere winter, they almoft 
periihed with cold and hunger. The 
unhappy mother lay ftretched upon the 
fame bed with her new-born infant, who 
in vain implored her fuccour, want of 
food having dried up that fourceof nou-> 
rifhment. The woman at whofe houfe 
they lodged, and whom they had for 
fome weeks been unable to pay, after 
many threatenings, atlength told them 
that they muft depart the next morning. 
Madame du F — ^- was at this time fcarce- 
ly able to walk acrofs her chamber, and 
the ground was covered with fnow. 
They had already exhaufted every re- 
fource ; they had fold th^ir watches, 

their 
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their clothes, to fatisfy the cravings of 
hunger; every mode of relief was fled— 
every avenue of hope was clofed — ^and 
they determined to go with their infant 
to the fuburbs of the town> and there, 
feated on a ftone, wait with patience for 
the deliverance of death. With what 
anguifh did this unfortunate couple pre- 
pare to leave their lafl: miferable retreat! 
With how many bitter tears did they 
bathe that wretched infant, whom they 
could no longer fave from perifhing! 

Oh, my dear, my ever-beloved 
friends ! when I recolleft that I am not 
at this moment indulging the melan*. 
choly caft of my own difpofition, by 
painting imaginary diftrefs : when 1 
recolleft not only that thefe were real 
fufferings, but that thpy were fuftained 
hyyou!^ niy mind is overwhelmed with 
its own fenfations. — The paper is blot- 
ted by my tears — and I can hold my 
pen no longer. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 



♦« 1 HE moral world. 



^ •* Which though to us it fecm pcrplcx'd, moves on 
«« In higher order; fitted, and impellM> 
«< By Wifdom's fined hand> and iffoing all 
'• In univerfal good/' 

Monf. and Madame du F— — were 
relieved from this extremity of diftrefs 
at a moment fo critical^ and by means 
fo unexpefted, that it feemed the hand' 
of Heaven vifibly interpofing in behalf 
of dppreffed virtue. Early in the morn- 
ing of that fatal day when they were to 
leave their laft fad flielter, Monf. du 

F went out^ and, in the utmoft 

diftraftion of mind, wandered through 
fbme of the fti'eetsinthe neighbourhood. 
He was ftopped by, a gentleman whom 
he had known at Geneva, and who told' 
him that he was then in fearch of his 

lodging, 
f Thomfon. 
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lodging, having a letter to deliver to him 
from a Genevois clergyman. Monf, du 
F opened the letter, in which he 

was informed by his friend, that> fear- 
ing he might be involved in difiBcuhies^ 
be had tranfmitted ten guineas to a 
banker in London, and imreated Monf. 
du F- ■■ ■ would accept that fmall relief,i 
which was all he could afford, as a 
tedimony of friendfhip. Monf. du 
F flew to the banker's, received 

the money as the gift of Heaven, and 
then, haftening to hi^ wife and child^ 
bade them live a iitde longer. 

A ihort time after, he obtained a fitu-> 
ation as French uiher at a fchool ; and 
Madame du F. i, wh€« fee had a little 
recovered her ftrength, put out her in- 
fant to nurfe, and procured the place of 
French teacher at a boarding-fchool. 
They were now enabled to fupport their 
child, and to repay the generous aflift* 
ance of their kind friend at Geneva* 

Monf. 
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Monf. and Madame du F ■■ paffed 
two years in this fituation, when they 
were again plunged into the deepeftdhP- 
treCs. A French jeweller was commiC- 
fioned by the Baron du F ■ to go to 
bis fon^ and propofe to him conditions 
of reconciliation. Thisman toldMonC 
du F that his father was juft reco- 
vered from a fevere and dangerous ill- 
ncfs, and that his eldeft daughter had 
lately died. Thefe things, he faid, had 
led him to refleft with fome pain on the 
feverity he had exercifed towards hh 
fon ; that the feelings of a parent were 
awakened in his bofom; and that, if 

Monf. du F would throw himfelf at 

his father's feet, and afk forgivenefs, he 
would not fail to obtain it, and would 
be allowed a penfion, on which he might 
-live with his wife in England. In confir- 
mation of thefe aifurances, this man 
produced fc veral letters which he had re- 
ceived from the Baron to that eflPeft ; who, 

as 
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as a farther proof of his fincerity, had 
given this agent fcven hundred pounds 
to put into the hands of Monf. du F 
for the fupport of his wife and child dur- 
ing his abfence. The agent told him, 
that he had not been able to bring the 
money to England, bat would immedi- 
ately give him three draughts upon a 
merchant of reputation in London, with 
whom he had connexions in bufinefs ; 
thefirft draught payable in threemonths, 
ijie fecond in fix, and the third in nine. 
Monf. du F » long. deliberated up- 
on thefe propofals. He knew too well 
the vindiQive fpirit of his father, not to 
feel fome dread of putting himfelf inta 
his power. But his agent continued to 
give him the moft folemn affurances of 

fafety; and Monf. du F thought il 

was not improbable thathisfifter's death 
might have fofiened the mind of his fa* 
ther. He reflefted that his marriage had 
difappointed thofe ambitious hopes of a 

great 
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great aUiahce which his father had fondly 
induJgedj and to whom he owed" at lead 
thereparation of hafteningto implore his 
forgivenefs when he was willing to beftow 
it. What alfo weighed ftrongly on hi» 
HiiBcl^ was the confideration that the fiim 
which hisfather hadoffered todepofitfor 
the ufe of his wif«> would, in cafe any 
finifteraccidentlhouid befall bitn^ afford 
9. fmall pfovifion for her and his infantv 
The refult of thefe deliberations wa» 
thai MonC du F—— determined (and 
who can much blame his want of pru- 
dence?) he determined to. confide in « 
fether ! — totruftin that inftinflive affec- 
tion, which, far from being conneSed 
with any peculiar fenfibility of mind, it 
requires only to be a parent to feel — ait 
affe6lion, which, not confined to the hU-« 
man heart, foftens the ferocioufnefs of 
the tiger, and fpeaks with a voice that is 
heard amtdft the bowlings of the deferc^ 
i tMonf. du F ' ■ "^ after the repeated 

promifes 
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prOTifiifes of hi^ father^ almoft confidered: 
that furpkion ivbich ftill hung i^on hir 
mistd^ as a crime. But^ left it might be 
pofii^le that this age&twas commiffioneil 
to deceive him, he endeavoured tamelc 
him into compaffion for hrs fituation^ 
He went to the village where his chrltf 
was at nurfe, and, bringingiher fixmilet 
in his arms, prefemed her to tbismaiv 
tielUng him, that the fate of f&at poor 
infant refted upon hi&antegrity; The 
man took the ionocent creature in hiy 
arms, kiffed her, and th«n, returning* 
her to her father, renewed all bis former 
affijnncesv Mon£ du F - ■ ' ■ lifiened 
and believed; Alas ! how diffi<:ult is ic 
for a good heart to{ufpe6i human nature 
of crimes^ which make one bhilh for the 
^teeiesl Mow hard i& it fbr a mind glow-' 
i3g with benevolence, to beliei^ tfaao 
the bofom pi another harbours the ma-- 
Ugnity of a demon ! 
\ l4kin£dttB-**^-«^]ii)W&sedtheumefoy 

his 



li» d^arturci witir his fa(ther*s agent, who 
wai to accompany him to Normandy. 
Madaihedu K' f ' Taw the preparations 
for his journey with anguifh which (he 
could ill conceal; but fhe felt that the 
delicacy dfherfituatiori forbad her inter- 
ferehce. It was fhe.who had made him 
an alien from his family^ and an exile 
f^om his country : it was for her, that, 
renouncing rank, fortune, friend^ and 
connexions, all 'that is efteemed moft 
valuable in life, he had fuffered the laft 
extremity of want, and now fubmitted to 
a date of drudgery and dependance; 
Would h^Bot have a right to reproach 
her weaknefs, if fhe attempted to oppofe 
his reconciliation with his father, and 
exerted that influence which fhe pof- 
feffed over his mind, in order to detain 
him ina fituation fo remote from his for« 
mer expedations ? She was, therefore, 
fenfible that the duty, the gratitude (he 
#wed her hufband» now required, on her 

part. 
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part, the abfolute facrifice of her own 
feelings: (he fufFered without complaint, 
and endeavoared to refiga herfelf to 
^e will of Heaven. 

The day before his departure, Monf. 

da F went to take leave of his little 

girL At this moment a dark and melan* 
choly prefage feemed to agitate his 
mind. He preffed the child for a long 
while to his bofom, and bathed it with 
bis tear«. The nurfe eagerly inquired 
what was the matter, and afTuredhim that 
the child was perfcftly weH. Monf. du 
F — =— had no power to reply.: he con- 
tinued clafping his infant in his arms, 
and at length, tearing himfelffrom her 
4n filente, he rufhed out of the houfe. 

When the morning of his departure 

came, Madame du F , addreffing 

herfelf to hii fellow-traiveller, faid to 
him, with a voice of fupplication, "I 
entruft you. Sir, with my hufband, with 
ihe father of my poor infant, our fole 

proteftor 
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ij^rote^or and fupport !*^bave compasT- 
fiofi on the widow and the orphan !*' . 
The man^ cafting upon her a gloomjr 
look^ gave her a cold anfwier^ which 
made her foul fiirink within her. When 
Mpn:f. du F ■ ■ ■ got into the Bright- 
helmAone ftage^ he was unabie to bid 
hetf farewell; but when the carriage 
drove off^ he put his head out of the 
window^ and continued looking after 
her> while (he fixed her eyes on him,, 
and might have repeated with Imogen^ 

** I would have breke mine eye-ftrings^ 

«* Crack'd them, but to look lipbn him ; till the* 

'< diminution 
** Of fpace had pointed him iharp as my needle: 
«' Nay, followed him, till he had melted from 
•* The fmaUnefs of a gnat to air; and then— 
** Then tom'd mine ejCj and wept t" 

Wh^n the carriage wads out of fight, (he 
IbiiimQtiijed all her ftrength, and walked 
with trembling fteps to the fchool where 
(be lived as » teaclier. With much* di£* 

ficulty 
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ficuky (he reached the door; but her 
limbs could fupport her no longer^ and 
file fell down fenfelefs at the threfliold. 
She was carried into the houfe^ and 
reftored to life and the fenfations oj? 
mifery. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

MONS. dii r-^-^ arrived at liis la- 
ihtr^schaleau in Normandy, in Jiine'i 778, 
and was received by Monf. le Baron, and 
all his family, with the mod affeQionate 
cordiality. In much exultation of mind, 
he difpatched a letter to Madame du 
F -, containing this agreeable intel- 
ligence ; but his letter was far from pro- 
ducing in her mind the efFeft he defired. 
A deep melancholy had feized her 
thoughts, and her foreboding heart re- 
fufed to fympathife in his joy. Short, 
indeed, was its duration. He bad got 
been many days at the chateau, when he 
perceived, with furprife and confterna- 
tion,thathisfteps were continually watch- 
ed by two fervants armed with fufees. 

His father now fliewed him an arret, 
which, on the 4th of June, 1776, he had 
obtained from the Parliament of Rouen 

againft 
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a^amft his marriage. The Bapoh^n 
ondered his fon to accompany himto^hji 
koufe at Rouen^ whither dhey w^nt^ a^ 
tended by federal fervants. Tfeat even^ 
ifig, wheti the.^attendants withdrew ^fie!r 
fu^per, the BatioD, entirel^y throwing off 
the ihaflc of civility and kindnefs whtcH 
he had worn in fach oppofition to hisna^ 
tore, reproached his fon, in tetms of the 
utmoft bitternefs, for his paft condu£)^ 
inveighed^aigainft his tnarriage^ and, af^ 
ter having exhaufted every expreffion of 
irage afnd Tefcntraent, at 'length fuffered 
liifn to retire to his own apartment. . 
' There the unhappy Mo nf. du F— -— », 
abforbed in the mofft gloomy reflexions, 
lamented in vain that fatal credulity 
^which had Jed him to put hinifelf into 
the pow^^r of his implacable father. At 
the hbur of midnight iiis meditations 
-W^re interrupted by the found of feet 
•approaching his chamber; and in a few 
Ift^meftts the dpor was thrown open, and 
H 2 his 
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bis father^ attended bjr a fervant afrmed;: 
and two * Cavaliers de lAarichaufee, ep^ 
tered the roonii Refiftance and fuppH^' 
cation were alike unavaiiirig. • Moaf; 
du F— w*s papers were feized; a few 
louis d'ors^ which qDnftituted all the 
tnoney he poflefTed^ were taken from 
bim; and he was conducted in the dead 
of night, July the 17th, i778,toSt;Yoni 
a convent ufed as a placeof cohfinemenl 
near Rouen, where he was thrown it)to 
a dungeon. 

A week after, his father entered the 
dungeon. You will perhaps conclude 
.that his hard heart felt at length the re- 
Jentingsof a parent: you will at leaft fup- 
pofe, that his imagination being haunt* 
ed, and hiis confcience tormei.ted, with 
the image of a fon ftretched on the floor 
of this fubterraneous cell, he cquld fup«»- 
port the idea no longer, and had haften* 
ed to give repofe to his own mind by re^ 

leafing 

• Officers of Jttftice. 



leafing his captive. Far dijQFerent were 
the motives of his vifir. He confidered 
that fuch was his fon*s attachment to his 
wife^ that^ fo long as he believed he had 

. left her in pofleflion of feven hundred 
pounds^ he would find comfort from that 
confideration^ even in the depth of his 
dungeon. His father^ therefore^ haften-> 
ed to remove an error from the mind of 
his fon^ which left the meafure of his 
woesunfilled. Nordidhecfaoofetoyield 
to another the office of infli6ling a pang 
iharper than captivity; but himfelf in- 
formed his fon^ that the merchant who 
was to pay the feven hundred pounds tp 
his wifcj was declared a bankrupt; 
A fhort time after, the Baron du F~~ 
commenced a fuit at law againft that 
agentof iniquity whom he had empl6ye4 
to deceive his fon, and who^ praQifing 

„a refinement of treachery of which the 

Baron was not aware, had kept the feve^ 

hundred pounds with which he was in-^ 

H 3 trufted. 
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mifted»and:gtvcjEidraftamp<m2imereba;i%( 
who he knew would Sail be£oFe thet tiom 
of paymefH. Not being able to profew 
cute this afFadrwiihdtttr a^powerof aUQiw 
^iiey from his Ibn^ the Iburoo appHod toi 
him for that p»rpofe ; ktur Mosf. da 
F ■ > • ■■ , being firmly refolyed not to de«# 
pnve hi&Mfife of the chance of recover* 
i»g the itKmty for herfetf and her child, 
eonld by no treaties or menaces be led 
to comply. In vain his father^ who had 
toAfented to'ailow him a few faooks^ 
ordered him'to be deprived of diat re;^ 
foQfrce, and that his con&nen»nt flioold 
ht rendered ftiit ntoM rigoroua; he 
continued mflexihle. 

Monf* du F >i m m renr^incd in hia pri* 
Ion without meeting with the fmalleft 
mark of fympathy from i^ny one of bia 
fftmily, though hisfecond brother, Monf; 

de B »■ , was now eighteen years oi 

age ; an age at which the fordid confi- 
derations of intereft, bow nmch ibever 

they 



they ma^ affe^^ our cqn^uE| at a moxe 
advanced period of life, can C^ldom ftiflq 
tholje warm ^.rifji g?nerou5f(eelirxg3 wbic^ 
feem to belpng to youth. It ipigbt have 
b5en^xp^ftf4thatthjsyQBO|tn2^nYoulcJ[ 
hay? «|bbqrre4 th§ profpe^ of poflfefling 
^, fortune vjhich was thi? juft iph^rita-nce 
qf his brother^ and yrhich could only be 
obtained by detaining that brother inpcr- 
petu^lcaptivity. Eyen admitting that hi$ 
inexQ^abl^ fether prohibited his vifitin^ 
the pfifpn of his brother, jii? h^art (hould 
b^v|j toi.d him^ th|t difobe^ip occ, ia this 
ipftaoce, yfpijld have b^eq ^virtue: or, 
y^5 it not fiifficiept tp ^f njftip a paffivq 
fpeiE^atpr of injufti^Ci withpwt Wppm^ 
ing. a9 he ^ft^r)v^rds did, tlip fj^fn^ pf 
cruelty inflicted on Sf brother J 

Where arc the words t|iaf pan conyey 
ap a4e(^uate idea pf the fufFering^ of 

Madame di; F-: during this period ? 

Three weeks after her huflband's depar- 
ture ff pqi Ppglj^nd, (hq hpaf 4 fj^egeqeral 
H 4 report 
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report of the town of Rouen^ that the 
^aron du F had obtained a lettre^ 
ie-cachtt againft his fon^ and thrown him 
into prifon. This was all flie heard of 
her hu(band for the fpace of two years, 
ignorant of the place of his confine*^ 
ment^ uncertain if he ffill livedo perhaps 
her miferies were even more poignant 
than his. In the difmal folitiide of a 
prifon, his pains were alleviated by the 
foothing reflexion that he fufFered for 
her he loved ; while that very idea was 
to her the mod bitter aggravation of 
diftrefs. Her days paiTed in anguifh^ 
which can only be conceived where 
it has been felt ; and her nights were 
difturbed by the gloomy wanderings of 
fancy. Sometimes fhe faw him in her 
dreams chained to the floor of hi:^ dun- 
geon, his bofom bathed in blood, and his 
countenance disfigured by death: fome- 
times flie faw him haftening towards her^ 
when^ at the moment that he wa$ going 

to 
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to embrace her, they were fiercely torn 
afunder. Madame du F was natu« 

rally ofa delicate conftitution; and grief 
^Fmind reduced hertofuch a deplorable 
ftate of weaknefs, that.it was with infinite 
difficulty fhe performed tl\e duties of her 
Situation. For herfelf, fhe would have 
welcomed death with thankfulnefs ; but 
Qie confidered that her child now de-^ 
pended entirely on her labQursfor fupy 
port: and this was a motive fufficiently 
powerful to prompt her to the careful 
prefervation of her own life, though .it 
.had long become a burden. The child 
was three years old when her father le^t 
England; recoUefted him perfeftly; 
s^nd, whenever her niother went to vifit 
her, ufed to call with eagernefs for her 
papa. The inquiry, in the voice of her 
child, of, *' When Ihall I fee my dear, 
: dear papa?" was heard by this unhappy 
mother with a degree of agony which it 
-.werc.yain indeed to defcribe. 

H 5 LETTER 
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MgNS. da r WW fcpcat««y ot 

fered his liberty, hni upon ^KmditioM. 
wlitch he abhorred. He vas required 
for ever to renounce his wife ^ wlio^ 
vhile ihe renraiiied with her ehtld in a 
iff ftant conntry, wa« to^ceive ffo« hi$ 
hiihtT a finall penfioHi, as ftn equivaleitt 
for the pafigs of difafypointed affelHoa^ 
of dtfgrace atid difiioaoiir, Wkh thr 
ttidigfiatian of oflfended virtxie ht Ipu^n*- 
^ed at thefe ^inTultifigpropefii^oiis, «ii(l 
•endeavoured to prepare his- nlkiA fer 
the endurance off perpemafl capifiv«ky. 

Nor trail ima^ation 4en» an tdea^f 
'a fcene more dreadlUi ^an his pr$»(^ 
^bere^hepercervedwilfc horror that 4ie 
vgreateft number of tfadfeprifevets^^wfao 
fittd beei> many yeavs in «oi£fwiiiefit^ 
had an appearatice ctf -Irensy in^lheir 

looks, 

a 
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lopksj w^ich ^ewe^ that reafon had 
be/en too weak for ^|jie long ftruggl^ 
with cajiamity^ and had 91 lajft yielded 
to despair. In a cell jidjoinitig Monfl 

du F-r 'sj was an old man who had 

been confined nearly fo^tv years. ''His 
ffi;ey beard Jiung down,to his waift; and^ 
^^uring thjC day, he was chained by his 
neck to ths walh He was never allowed 
^to leave Jiis cell, pnd i^eyer fpokc; but 

Monf. du F ufed to hear .the rat- 

Uing of ^is chains. 

T^be prifoners, ?-f^^ excepted, w;er,e 
jgeflerally brought from their cel|sat^the 
|ipvir of noon, and dined togc;ther. But 
,this gloomy repaft wasferyed in uninter- 
rupted filence. They were not fuflpered 
to utter one word ; ajid the penalty of 
^tranfgrelSng this rule, was a rigoroui 
confinement of fever^l weeks. As fooa 
as. this comfortlefs meal was finiflied, the 
jprifoners yere inftantly obliged to re- 
turn to their dungeons^ in which they 
H 6 vcre 
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were locked up till ;the fame hour the 

following day. Monf. du F -, in his 

damp and melancholy ceU^ pafled two 
Winters without fire, and fufFered fo fe- 
verely from cold, that he was obliged 
to wrap himfelf up in the few clothes 
which covered his bed. Nor was he 
allowed any light,, except that which 
during the fhort day beamed through 
the fnuiil grated window in the cieling 
pf his dungeon. 

Is it not difficult to believe that the(e 
fufferings were inflifted by a father? A 
father!—- — that name which I cannot 
trace without emotion; which conveys 
all the ideas of protection, of fecurity, of 
tendernels; that dear relation to whrcbj 
in general^ children owe their profpe* 
rity, their enjoyments^ and even their 
virtues!— Alas^ the unhappy Monf. du 
F owed nothing to his father, bu^ 

that life, which from its earliefi period 
bb cruelty had embitteredj and whfcb 

he 
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he no^ condemned to languifh in mi- 
feries tKi^t death only could heal. 
' A young gentlerifian, who was con- 
fined in a cell on one fide of Monf. da 
F ■ *s, contrived to make a fmiali h6lfc 
through the wall; and thefe companions 
in misfortune, by placing themfelves 
clofe to the hole, could converfe toge*. 
ther in whifpers. But the Monks werie 
not long in difcovering this, ahd effec- 
tually deprived them of fo ^reat'an in- 
dulgence, by removing theni to diftant 
cells. Thefe unrelenting Monks, who 
performed with fiich fidelity their office 
of tormenting their fellow-creatures, 
who never rekxed in one article of per- 
secution, and adhered with fcrupulous 
rigour to the code of cruelty, were called 
* /* Les Freres dc la fainte Charite." 
■ One among them deferved the appella- 
tion. This good old Monk ufed to vifit 
ithc prifojiers by fteaUh, arid didfcavtour 

- to 

? The Brothers of the Holy Charity. ' 
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to atjloii/aifter coxfxfoft to their ji|||[i6l,ioi). 
Often he rep^eat^ed fo l^onf. du F: — r^, 
♦"Mp9 f']^ ^^e^ ,c;9nfoJe?-v9Us ; 
jjjjfjctfe^ yotre ^c^pijfiance en Dieu^ v<y 
^^1,1^ ier,o;it jEu)i3 1'/ 

^on^- dii F— — remained fyfo jreajr^ 
in prifop ^M^ithou^t jece;ivi;>^ any inteHi- 
^ence of his wijfe> ,911 yhpfe account he 
4viS[ei:cd.tl\eii[(o(l diftrading anxiety. Hp 
fa^ad i;eafan to appi;ebeiid t^ather fraixie, 
^h^ch had already bi^en enfeQbte^ by 
,her misfortunes, lyould fink beneath 
ihi^ additional lof^.qf pifery, and that 
^e Y^q\ild perhaps fee jrqn^er^d .^nab^jp 
jtp ,pcqcurfi ^t(\i^ Ji^le pittanoe ]i^hich 
mi^h^t flreferve ^^erfelf and )^pr child 
from ,wai^t. <^t length oj>e of .hjs feU 
Jo.vr-.pi;ifQD w, Y^o ,w?is going to .ifegaip 
this j^heKty, toqk ,ch^ge pf ?k letter \f> 
J^^jJ^iPCflu flr-r-^ j^nd jfl^ttQrQd hip 

^with 

/^ M}rdearihiot{torjihei!CynfQrted;.phcc jani 
ifonfideace in Gods your affliAions will have «e 



vit& the ho^ of ^adiiig {6m^ nxe^n? ^f 
tranfmiuing to him an anfivier. 

T^e kiter paints fo natuxidily )the (jlt^Ut 
aiion of his imod^ ithat I )baYexir^i^Q»):^4 
ibme extrai&s favosa k. 

•• My thoughts/* he fays^ " Mt* UAr 
Acaffingly oca>picd about yiOU» and my 
dear litde ^irl^ I am fior .«yer jreoa^T 
iiig tthe bleffed moments when I h^^^ 
^e happinefsof beiog iiQar ypu^.:i^q(il 
»t that x^poIleQijOA my jtear.^ xofuf^^ Ao^ 
jbe jcontcouied. Iftow ioould I confi;^ 
4o fepacafteimyfelf fcoaei what <wii$ iip<3(ft 
4ear td jne dn. the *woddP Hq HciQt^iyp 
ieh ^werfdl (i\}iaai ihat of ffec|^ing yo\v* 
4iielfare^ and that lof my cbild^ CQVi;Ill 
4iavedeteFiiiiiciediDe-rcran^aIa$*t Iibave 
>4iot accomplifiied ithis e&d. I know 
4oq well 4;bat>you have vnever received 
4bat 4um of money .which I -thought X 
Khad fecured >for you^. and ifortwhiehil 
iiflceditheifirftibleffiDg of iife. Wh«^t 
^lls my^Aind vmh ^ibe ^eateft horror, 

in 



m thei fdUtude pf my pHfon^ is the fear 
that you are. fu fleering diflficultiies in. a 
foreign -country. Here. I remain igno- 
t-arit of your fate, and can only .offer to 
Heaven the moft ardent vows for your 
velfare. ' 

*' What joy would a letter from, you 
give me ! but I dare not flatter. biyfelf 
with the hope of fuch:fweeL aonfolar 
tion. All I can.affiirc myfclf of is, 
that though feparaied, jperhaps for everj^ 
our fouls are unified: by theniaft ten^ 
der frietidfhip and: attachmeati. ;^ Fer^ 
haps I may tiot find it poffible to write 
to you again 'for a long: While.; but bfe 
affured that no menaoes^ no fufferthggj 
no dungeons^ ihaU ever ihake my fider- 
lity to you, and that I Ihall love you to 
the laft hour of m^ exiftcnce; l find 
a confolation in the reflexioa th^t it is 
for you I fuffer. If Providence fiver 
permits us to meet again, that .moment 
will effiice the rtmetubrdncerof ^U n)y 

calamities* 



calamities. Live, my deareit wife, in 
that hope. I conjure you to prefcrve 
your life for my fake, and for the fake 
of our dear little girl ! Embrace her 
tenderly for me, and defire her alfo to 
embrace you for her poor papa. I 
need not recommend my child to the 
care of fo tender a mother; but I con- 
jure you to infpire her mind with the 
deepeft fenfe of religion. If (he is 
born to inherit the misfortunes of her 
father, this will be her beft fource of 
confolation. 

" Whatever oflPers may be made you 
by my father, I exhort you, never have 
the weaknefs to Kften to them, but pre- 
ferve your rights, and thofe of my dear 
little girl, which, perhaps, may one 
day be of fome value. If you are ftill 

at Mrs. D *s boarding-fchool, tell 

her that I recommend my wife and 

child to her compaffion. But 

what am I faying ? I am ignorant if 

you 



l^v^I jBryt I truft that Eroyi^eflce h%^ 
ppafecvgd(~yjou. '^^eu! May. pod AU 
ipigljitjf b|l?f§ yoM,; and ipy cbildt I; 
ijever ce^fe iinploring Jpi^^m^ ^p h%ye pity. 
Qiji thf: \fidoy ^nd^^^e o^rpjiaq io % laa(| 
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LJETTERi XX. 
Jt OUj my 4«ar fricj^ijj wljp h;av^ felt tha - 

ihip^ awitbe painful a^j^ii^^es wly^;^ afe^ 
fence o^cs^Aqqs^ f Men 4JB4i4^ ^f^^nos of 
Yarietjr sine) pI^aRwrej vh<> u|id^rftap4 
llie value at which tidilk^s ff p^i thofis w9 
love b cQinpu^ejol imhe 4rith(ipft<ic ?( lljf 
h^rt; whoh^ve hew^vrkh ?^lfppftuivr 
eofitrQul^ble etnotion th^ poftmftn- « rap 
{tt the 4oQr J have trembling feeq tji? 
w#IU]|m>wii hajid ythkk excited f€%fti.T 
li^ns ^hat aUnpi^ 4«p?jv^d yoy of pswi?r 
to hff a1^ the &9^^t whi4:h fjsem^d thie (^Ufr 
mun of happinef;> i yoq e^n judge of the 
feelings of MonC du F-r — >?ben he 
received^ by cn^ans of the fame fFien4 
%*ho had conveyed his letter, an anfwej* 
from hi3 wife. But the pcrfoa who 
}>rought the letter tp his dqnge6% 
dreading the ri& of 9 difeoyery, inr 

fitted. 



lifted, that, after having read it, he fiioM^ d 
return it to him inidledialety. -JM^af. du 

F preffed the letter to ^$ heajW 

bathed it with his tears, and implored 
the indulgence of keeping it at lead til! 
the next morning: He was allowed to 
do fo, and read it till icvery word was 
imprinted on hi« memory j and after 
ienjoying the fad luxury of holding it 
that night on his bofbm, was forced the 
next morning to relinquiih his treafure* 
On the 10th of Oftober, 1780, the 
fiarOn du F— — came to the convent; 
and ordered the Monks to bring his foif 
from his dungeon to the parloir, and 
leave them together. With the titmoft 

reluQance Monf. du F-^ obeyed this 

fummons,* having long loft all hope of 
foftening the obdurate heart of his fai 
ther. When the Monks withdrew, the 
Baron began upbraiding him in the moft 
bitter terms, for his obftinate refiftancc 
to his will, whjch, he i^iformed him, had 

availed 
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avaHed nothipg, as be bad gained his fuit 
at law^ and recovered the feven hundred 
pounds* Monf. du F replied^ that 
the* pain he felt from, this intelligence 
would have been far more acute^ had 
his wife been deprived^ with his concur* 
rence^ of the money .vhich waspromifed 
for her fubfiftence, and on the reliance 
pf which promife he had been tempted 
to leave England. His father then in- 
quired if he ftiU perfifted in his adher* 
ence to the difgraceful connexion he had 
formed; to which his fon anfwered« that 
not merely were his aiFe£lidns interefted^ 
but that his honour obliged him to main- 
tain, with inviolable fidelity> a folemn 
and facred engagement. The rage of 
the Baron^ at thefe words^ became un- 
bounded: he ftamped the ground with 
^his feet ; he aimed a flroke at his fon^ 
who, taking advantageof this moment qf 
frenzy, determined to attempt his efcape; 
and, rufhing out of the apartment, and 

avoiding 



^V6Mfrtg^fliat fide df Ae cohV^ht'WWdh 
tite M6hks inhibitted, he eft^tfavoufed 
to hnfl his*^T6l]ie g^rdfen, but hliflfed 
We ^'affe^ge \#hiih !ea to it. He thtn 
h't# o{) a^la!r-c^re,'fr<!mi^hi(ih fce^heArd 
the Voice dfhis'fetbfer ciHing for affift- 
iihce. -Fhiding that ull the doors \^hich 
Tie p^HedVcrfefhut^hecontinued afcertd*- 
ihgtill he reached the top of the build- 
Ihg, Avher'e, hieeting \vith no bthfeh 
o^cAitig'than a hole ihade in the ftoping 
r5'6f to let in Irght to a gafret, he 
glirbbetd up Vith hrach difficulty, and 
ihenptittirtg his fefet thVough the hole, 
and lettihg'his bbdy oiit by degrees, he 
fupported hiTtrfelf for a ftib'mentxDn the 
rbof, and deliberated on what he ^as 
abt)ut to do. But his m'irid was, at this 
crifis, wrought tip to a pitch' of defpera- 
tion, ii^hich mocked the fuggeftions of 
fei'r. *fie i^uitt^d 'hi^hr6ld,'and, ^flin'ging 
hittifeiriVbhi a'heightcyfWia^4y^^ 
1WcAhicfnfeiifiWfel)efoifehc reaehedthe 

ground^ 
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^dtril^, WK'^rt Be By WelterlHg iti hb 
bloodj and to all appearance 'Head; ' 
fte had fallen 6n the hi^hroid lekd- 
iffg frdth koue^to Caen. - StSnrfc-^eoplfe 
who Were paffin^ gaitHef^d rbuHd hiiii ; 
arid one pcrfoh haviiig wafted theTjlood 
frotii his Face, inftantly rccr>ghized hh 
features, and excFaiVned tdihe aftonifli'ed 
«6Vd, th'at h^e was the*^H^ft fdn of the ^ 
Batoti dii F — ^— . Upon examining hi's 
'btttly, it was found that 'he had brokdn 
his arm, his thigh, hi*s incle-botte, and 
'his fieel, beffdes HavliTg fecipfvid bahy 
vidldilt'bruifes. He ftill rettiaifted in a 
itfate of ihrerifibility-; ahd, wfiile thdfe 
^charitable ft rangers Were tifing their ef- 
forts to r^Rore him to life, the Monks 
haftenred from their consent, fnatcheci 
their viaTtri frbfa rhbre good Samaritans 
who voxild Wve *pt)\i'red oil ahd wine 
iMo his'ivoiihds, arid Carried him to the 
iViUraiafy of the content, %s^here he re- 
* in Ai A^d fotne Weeks befb're he' recovered 
^Ws fenfes ; after whfch he lay ftretched 

upon 
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upon k bed for tliree months^ fuffering 
agonies of pain. 

His father, who had been the jailor, 
and almoft the murddlrer of his fon^ 
heard of thefe fufferings without re-* 
morfe, nor did he ever fee him more^ 
But, though he was fufficitntly obdurate 
to hear unmoved the calamities he had 
inflided on his child^ though he ^ould 
check the upbraidings of his own con- 
fcience^ he could not (ilence the voice 
of public indignation. The report that 

Monf. du F had been found lying 

on the road bathed in blood, and had 
in that condition been dragged to the 
prifon of St. Yon, was foon fpread 
througn the town of Rouen. Every 
one fympathized in the fate pf this un. 
fortunate young man, and execrated the 
tyranny of his unrelenting father. 
..The univerfal clamour reached the 
ear of his brother, Monf. de B , who 
nowj for the firft time^ out of refpe6k tp 

the 
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tbe' public opioiofi^ took a *metlitre v 
v(hich his heart bad never didat^d dif^. ; 
ring the long captivity of his broiber^) 
that of viGting him id prifom Monf« * 
de B 's defign in thcfc vifiu was ' 
njerely to appeafe the public ^ for fmall, 
iadeed .was the confolation they afford* 
ed to his brother. He did not come to 
bathe witfar his tears the bed where that 
unhappy young man lay ftretcbed itr 
pain and anguifli ; to lament the feve-' 
rity of his father ; to offer him all the 
conlblation of fraternal tendernefi i^^ 
be came to warn him againft indutgini^ 
a hope of ever regaining his liberty— 
he came to pierce his foul with ^' hard 
unkindnefs* alter'd eye, which mocks 
the tear it forc'd to flow/' 

. 1 will not attempt to defcribe the 
wretchednefs of Madame du F— ^, 
whenihe heard the report of her huf- 
band's fituation. Your heart will con^ 
oetve what ihe fuffered far better than 

' . I I can 



I can Klate m : Tbree manths-^ftaet - 
bis. fall^ Nfonf. du F-*-***. contrived, 
tbniugk tht affiftance of the cHarftabfa3 ^ 
oMi monk, to. fcndihtx a few lines. vm-* 
Utt with bis left band «< My feU'' (be 
fijcs) ^^ has madie* myr captivity known^ 
and has led the vAkAc town^ of Rxjuen 
to take animtereft in my nrisfortitncs^ 
Berbaps I AaU baire nsafon to biefs tbe 
accident^ whtcb.may poffibly prore the 
means of proctmug me my liberty, and 
uniting mc again^to you !*~Jn tbe mean, 
lime^ I traft that Providence will watdr 
with paternal goodneis over the two ob-« 
je&$ of my moft tender seSefiion. Do 
not, my deareft vflife^.fufier the though ta. 
of my ifituation.to prey too teucb upon: 
your mind. My arm is almtift well;:; 
my ibigb and foot ara not quite cored>$ 
hut-I am getting better. 

^ I could not fupprefs my tears on 
reading that partiof your letter wbereasii 
yiMtaett me that my dear little giii(rften< 
3 aflLs 
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alks for her papa. — Kifs her for me a 
thoufand ttmesj and t^ll her that her 
papa is always thinking of hef and her 
dear ofiniba I am vdl c(>nvificed Ihait 
ybu Wtti: giVe heir the beft ^ducatioi^ 
your little pittaiic^ can uShrd: but 
above all» I befeech you^ iiifpit'^ her 
yomig Hfiind^ with feiiliiiibritfl of {Piety's 
tdirch bet- to love her Ci^ator: that is 
th^ moft eflential of all' Ibflbhs. Adieu^. 
deareft and moft foeidved 6f i^oaneti ! U 
tKcw a peridd m refdrvie when weihatt 
v^iSt agaitvf Ob, h6v anQ|>ly will tbac 
momeM coinpdnfate Sit all out miifoc^ 
tttMir* 
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At length the Parliament of Rouen > 
began to intereft itfelf in the daiifeof^ 
Mo'if. duF— -; The crrcumilanbesof - 

V 

his confinement were mentiocied ia thaC ^ 
Aflemblyi and the *PrefideiU fent his Ser* > 
clrct^ry'to Monf. duF+— *^*i prifori, who t 
hdd liiow quitted, his bed^ . and w&s able > 
t6*walk with thaaffiftahce of icruttbes..) 
riy^ the advice of the Prefidenl^ Monf. r 
dU ^^-Xj^addreffed fonie letters to rthe • 
Parliaitnenty reprefentibg hi^^fixuation in : 
the mqft pathetic terms, and imploring j 
their interference in his behalf. 

It is here neceffary to mention, that 

Monf. de Bel B , Procurcur^GeTifral 

de Rotten, being intimately connefted 

with the Baron du F *s family, had 

ventured to demonftrate his friendfliip 
for the Baron, by confining his fon nearly ' 
three years on his own authority, and 
F. ' :, i .V I ^ J without 
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ynthout Any Idtre^dc^ackeL And^ though 

-Morif. de Bel B well knew that 

evefy fpeciesof opprcffion was connived 
at,, under the ftielter ofUures^de-^cachet, 
he wa» fenfible that it was only beneath 
their aufpices that the exelrcife of ty- 
'ranny was permitted ; and in this par- 
ticular inftance^ not having been cruel 
* felon Us regies, he apprehended^ that if 
"ever Monf. du F regained his li*. 

berty^ he might be made refponfible fo)r 
his coodud. He therefore exerted all 
his influence, and with too much fuc- 
"^*cefs, to {Vuftrate the benevolent inten- 
tion -of th€ Prefident of the Parliament^ 
refpefting Monf. du P— ^. His letter 
were indeed read in that Aflemblyi and 
•ordered to be regiftered, where they flill 
remain a record of the pufiUanimity of 
thofe men who fuffered ihc authority erf 
Monf. de Bel B * to overcome the 
voice of humanity; who acknowltdgcd 
. : I 3 the 

•* ' ' ' • According to nilci. 
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^o|idtf£^A jaLv4 yei ynu^r^ deaf to thp Atp- 
j^icmom of iW* ftm^ vrfcile, fr^^i tjie 
,4©p<Jki pjf hi^ 4upg«W> fee called Jipwi 

M?y Sl^e fi«e pf the captive^ w ^^4^, 
Jwjd of f rdnice,n9 »^^ h*»g fiifp**3*4 
/pf) ^^9 f/jiil <hrea4 ^ihe pity pr fl^e c^u- 
piiotpf i«4iyicjv^§! May Juftice^^r^ft^ 
i>n ^lterj»:al fx^^ndadion^, b^r |HroteQing 
Atpi^Uiiry for jtj)# ^ppr^€4J i^ndfii^K 

4eiCQr»)M^9 .of her i^mpU i 

The fiiuron idu Fyr— t- penceivfid fbftt, 
notwithftaDding hk tnachinMioas b^id 
preirented tb^ParliaiDefliof Houenfrom 
lakipg any effedbuai f&eafbres tovards 
liberating his foh> it wpuld be iirepoffibb 
to filciace ihfi murmurs of the pubUe> 
vhile he remained confined at St. Yan* 
He determined, therefore, to remove 
hiitt to fome diftan^ prifbn, where bis 
Dame and family were unknown ; and 

where^ 
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swhert, beyoni the joriJiiifUon of the 
f ftrUament of Roueny hit groam might 
^e unpitied and unavenged. But t^e 
BaroD^ not darmg, amidft the general 
<damour, to remove his ton by force^ 
j&ndeav^wed to draw hino artfully into 
dae fntK he had prepared. 

MofWr. de B v -' was km to his bra* 
lilt's priion^ where he rqprefented to 
JiiflDj that, ihoiigh he inuft not indulge 
itbe leafi hc^ of ever regaining his 11- 
J>er(y^ y<et. if be wouJd WA'ite a kuer to 
Monf. M ■» J Keeper of the Sealsi de^ 
£riiigto beremoved to (hnie other piaca^ 
bis confiMHiem ibould be made f^r left 
rigorous. MonC du F-— was now in 
o ftate dl det^eration^ vrhicb rendered 
him almoft carelefs of h«a f«itf . H'e per« 
ceived that the Pari i amen t had rcnownc*- 
<^ his caufe : he faw 00 polibility of 
efcapefrom St. Yon ; and flattered him- 
felf, that in a place where he was kfs 
xlt)fely confincrf, it might perhaps be 
I 4 pra£li- 



pra8;icabk: and thetefore he cbnfented 
to write the letter requir-ed, which Monf. 
tie B — '• — conveyed in triumph to his 
'father. Tttere were, however, foitie ex^ 
prelfions in the letter which the Baroh 
difapprovedj oh which account he re^- 
turned it, defiring^thait thofe expreffiorife 
riiight be changed, -flut, daring the'in- 
terval of hb brt)th€r*s abfence,: M6nf. 
tdii F--LL. had reflefted ort iht rafh'iini 
Tprud^tj:e^ of cdftfidiY>g in fhfcpr6tnire^ ctf 
^hofe by #hbrti*e fead t ^sii fo^Melty ilei- 
•ceiveil. i^b foiftSt-, th^reftnr,iit<i MbnI. 
vde 6 ' *i ' put the letter again into -hlis 
'hands; tlian heUore itihto piccds,'afii 
•^eremptof'ily refiiftd tb wi^rte tfftothew 
' ' Sotfn feifter this^ Mbttf. nde B-^-j-^^, tb* 
'ambaffadey-of thetyrank; again returned 
to his brotherwithfrefll credentials, and 
declared to'him, -that if he wbiild writfc 
to the Keeper of the Seals, defiring to 
be removed from St. Voni he fhould, in 
one fortnight after^his removal, , be re- 
' . • ftored 
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ftored to liberty. Upon Mohf. du F — '^ 
uflerting that he could no longer confide 
in the promifes made him by his family; 
his brother, in a formal written engage* 
ment, to which he figned his name, gave 
him the mod folemn afTurance, that this 
promife fliould be fulfilled with fidelity: 
.Monf. du F— — ^ defired a few days for 
deliberation; and, during that interval^ 
found means of confulting a magiftrate 
of Rouen, who was his friend, and who 
advifcd him to comply with the terms 
that were offered, after having caufed 
fcveral copies of- the written engage- 
ment to be taken, and certified by fuch 
•of the prifoners at St. Yon as were likely 
to regain their freedom ; a precaution 
necelfary, left his own copy fliould be 
torn from his hands. 

Thus, having neither truftcd to the 

afFe£lion, the mercy, or the rcmorfe of 

thofe within whofe boftnns fuch fenti^ 

ments were extinguifhed ; having bar- 

. 1 5 . :: * gained, 
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gained,, by 91 Vfillw agrefiww, Y?Hb « 
father aB4 a bfath(r,fof bis rekafe fram 
thp borrorsof p«r|)e«MraJ ciiptivity^ MonC 
du F-~-T- vrole th« kttet r^^mredr 

Soon after, in order wa$ fciii firom 
Verfeillesftrr bis r^lftfe ffoKa the pr'ihn 
of 3t. Yon, and vhh it n Uttr$n(h^€^ke*^ 
i^her^by h« W5 exiled ta Beauvai^ 
yith ii ^P«>mai>4 not to leave th»t tovn# 
Moiif. 4e B-~-i-*aQif»g ft$ ?t *Cw4iKr rfr 
A; Mt^Uhimffie^ condu^le^ ht9 brother 
to this^ place of eKile, and theri^ l&ft higo* 
A &prt tima aifwr, Mcfeaf. ^xk F-rw-^ rer 
c^tyed an iijitjiiiiation fr^» that nipigi^ 
ftrate of V^0Wi^ who had iwfc^died hwi^ 
leif in hw misfort9aei* ibat hi* feiher 
^«a q« the powt Ol plHWlling «B<Hber 
Ufir^^ie^ai/kH^ io^ rfofiove hi"* fw» 
Beauvais to fome prifoft m; chj^ fi^lh <^ 
Ff anecu ^he^re b$ W^ht W^vrer waore be 
fecard of. Tki^ gemliewai^ adde4 th»t 
MotiC du F-r-«^^ had ooi ^m iaQ»«ot 

f AnoffiQfr<>f jofiicct 
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to lofe^ itnd advjfed him imoKdifttely to 
Rtttmpt hit efcftpe. 

Early OQ the morning afttr he reiseiv*. 
ed this intelligence^ Monf* du F— , 
wJip had the liberty to walk about the 
iown« fkd from Beauvai^. The perfon 
who brought him the letter from the 
magiftrate> waited for him at a little dif«. 
taince from the town^ and accompanied 
him on his journey. When they reached 
hifh in Flanderi^ not having a paflfport^ 
they were obliged to wait from eleven 
o'clock art night till ten the nexi morris 
ing^ before they could obtain permiiBoa 
from the Governor to proceed on their 
journey. MonH du F— ~- concluded 
that he waspurfuedi and fuffered the 
moil dreadful apprehenfions of being 
overtaken. His coropanion» with foma 
addrefs^ at length obtained a paflport* 
and attended him as far as Oftendi The 
wind proving contraryj he was detained 
iwo day« in a ftate of the moft diftra6lv 
16 ing 



<ihg inquietude; and concealed himrehf 
on board the veflel on which ^he had 
•taken his paiTage for England; At length 
ctfae wind became favourable; the vefTei 
failed, and arrivedjate in the night at 
Margate. Monf. du F - > ', wbeft ht 
Teiched the Eriglifh fliorei knelt down; 
-ariii, in a tranfport cif joy, klffed, th« 
earth of that dear country which had 
itwice proved his afylum^ 

He then inquired when the ftage- 
^coachfet off for London, and was told 
that It Went at fo early an hour the next 
taorfiing, that he could not go till the 
day after, as hemuft wait till his'porti 
inanteau ^as examined by the-cu^ft<^n. 
houfe officer^, who Vfert now in bed. 
The dfelay of a few hours in feeing hh 
wife and child, after fiich an abfence, 
dfter fucb fufferings, was not to be en^ 
dured : in a violent agitation of mind, 
he fnatched up his portmanteau, and was 
going to fling it into theiea,wJbm he waa 

prevented 



prevented by the people near him, v?h6 
Yaid, that if he would pay the fees, hJs 
porimahteau fiiould be fent after hint. 
'He eagerly complied with their de^ 
tnands, arid fet oiit for London. As he 
drew near, Kis anxiety^ his impatience, 
-his emotion iftcreafed. His prefent fitu- 
ation appeared 'to him like one of thofe 
^^licioUs dreams, which fometimes vifit- 
ied the darknefs of his dungeon, and for 
k while reftored him, in imagination, to 
4hofe he loved-' Scarcely could he peri- 
-foade hitnfelf that he wai beyond this 
(fiach of oppreflion; that he was in a 
dand.of freedom ; <.that he was haftening 
•eveTy moinent towards his wife andchild. 
•JWhehhe entered London, his fenfatioi^ 
ibecamd almoft too ftrdng to bear. He 
ewas\in the very farne place which kiis 
-wife and child inhabited — butwcre they 
,yit alive ? were ihey in health? had 
^Heaven indeed referved for him the 
irianl^Grt of holdiiigthem once mgrc to 

,;:1— bis 
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Ills bofom^ of mixing his tearg wkli 
theirs P When he knocked at the door 
Qf th^ houfe where he expeSed to bear 
^f Madame du F— ^> he had fcarceljr 
power to articialate his inquiries after 
her and his child. He was told that they 
were in healthy but thai Madame dfi 
f..,,,-^^ l)eing in a fitu^tion fix flail^s 
from London^ h^ could niot fee bier till 

the next moriadng. Monf, du F- '^ had 

not been in a bed fwr (everal nights^ and 
was almoft overcame witb agiiiaiion and 
fatigw. He, however^ inftantty kt out 
on foot for the habitation of bis ^ib, 
announced himfelf to (he miftre&of the 
hmiif, and reihained in anothm* apart^ 
ment^ while (he, after making Madaitie 
ju F»' ■■> promife that fbe would liften 
itoi her with calmnefsy told hcr^ thatthere 
'His^dis a probabflkjr of her hulband's re* 
turn to England. He beard the fobf, 
tlie exclamations of his wife, at this ui- 
telligence^^e cmid ireiftraiD no longer 

•—he 
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w^he ruflied iniotb^jrowo*— -he flewimo 
htr wfnA***-he conunvied prcfling her iq 
fiknce fo his. hofoou Sb€ wau unaMe 
to Ihtd a tear; mid it vas nol till after 
be had long endeavoured to Tooihe her 
by hi^ teodernefs, and bad talked to her 
ef her child» that fbe obtained relief 
from weeping. She then> with the mod 
violent emotion^ again and agiatn re« 
peatod the iame inquiries, and was a 
confiderable time before ihe recovered 
any degree cf compofure. ' • 

AW the fortune Monf. du F-^— pof-» 
feffed when be reached London^ wai 
one half gioinea; but htswifchad, during 
his abfence^ faved ten guineas out of bor 
iiiile fiilary. You will eafily imagine 
how valuable this hoard became in her 
eftimation, when ihe could apply it to 
the pjrecious ufe of relieving Ihe necef* 
£ties of her husband. MonC du F— *-<« 
mtiu to London the next dayi and hired 
a Uttk garret : there, with a few booksi 
a ruSl-light^ and fome draw in which ho 

vrapped 



'Wrapped his legs to fupply the want of 
fire, he recollefted not the fplendouf to 
tvhich he had once been a^rcuftomedi 
but the dungeon ftoiti which he had 
efcaped. He faw his wife and child 
once a week ; and^ in thofe folitary mo^ 
ments when books fail-ed to foothe his 
thoughts^ be anticipated the hour irt 
which he ihould again. meet the objeds 
moft dear to his hearty and paffed th^ 
interval of time in pihilofophic re'figna-^ 
«tion. His clothes being too (habby to 
admit of-his appearing in the day; he 
iflued from his little ihed when it was 
llark, and endeavoured to warm himfelf 
by the cxercife of walking, • i 
: Unfortunately hecaught thefmall-pox; 
and his diforder rofe to fuch a height^ 
that his life was defpaired of. In his 
<delirium he ufed to^ecapitulate the fad 
ftory of his misfortunes; and when be 
faw any perfon near his bed^fide^ would 
C^W out, with the utmoii vehemence^ 
": .. / J'Qa^oa 
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-♦ " Qu*dn fa'ffc fortir tons les Frato^ois?'* 
:Afier having hcen for fomc ds^ys in 
thd nioft immhitht. dainger^ Mq^T« dv 
■ F"- '! ■ recovered* firdm this difeafe. • 
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^IX months ^fter MonH dii F— p-'s 

-return to' England, his fiifftilyt found 

ihemfelves compelled to filtnce xht 

•public clamours, by alloVringi bim. a 

tfrnali indnal penfion.— Upon tbi^^'M^ 

.dame dii F ■ quitted her place, an^ 

^ame.to:Hve with her bufband amd- hear 

child in aniobfcurerlodging. Their litr 

•tie ineorae received*! fonfte; additiot> by 

xneans 6f teaching the .Fr^nth'hoguag^ 

in a few^ private families.. ■-■ ■ ': 

I A young lady, who came to pay nje a 

vifit at London.in i.785,.dcjSred to ttxke 

fome leflbns in French, and Mddame dt 

.F ■ ".■ was commended to us for thait 

: ::.:... pAirpofo* 

♦ Make all the French go out. 
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purpofe. We fooii peFeeived in her 
^onverfation ^very i»afk of a cid thrated 
'mind^aiid of anamiable difpofitum. She 
at length told ns the hiftnry of her mis- 
fortunes, v^ith the pathetic eloquence 
of her own charming language ; and^ 
after having heaxd.xhat xecit;^!, it re- 
quired but common humanity, to treat 
heri^ttfi the refpe£l tdueio i!hc unhaplpy^ 
mud to fed for her SboK^if s ihtt fympa^ 
thy to wi^khlhey had ibcb ciaiau How 
tnodi hM the feilfibility laf MooC and 
-Madame du F--t^^ oirtr-«mted idioffe 
proofs of efteem aiad frkfidlhip whkfh 
^e were enabled to fhew them in their 
adverity !— .-But I muft not axiticipate. 

On the 7th of OAober, 1787, the 
3aroii died, leaving, befides Mon£ de 
F , two other fons, and a daughter. 

I muft h4cre mention, that at the time 
*when Monf. du F-—- was confined to his 
htd in the prifon ofSt. Yon, from the 
confequences of his fall, his father, in 
order tQ avoid the clamours at Rouen, 

went 



XJd.^c A will, difinkwun^ hh ciddl fen. 
3y ibe old laws .pf Faraijce, havevftr^ a 
^her cpvkjld nol puniih })^ fen mone 
th^n oxKC for the &m^ offeoc<» Nor 
w<a$ iberc aoy i^wg io fo mikt a icUnfe 
that could much encourage difebd^i.- 
<eAgp ; fitQic^ ibi» fingle puniAnpent^ of 
.vihkh thic mercy of the law wu eareful 
tQ avoid repetitiQnj might be tcytended 
lorefide^icefprliieijDa^yngeoii- S<a<h 
.i*f?il^videfttly the wite^iptwof ^e £toan 
.dv F-^-^« a^d thpugh bis fen. difejh 
ixo.intiog this inten<tix>njhiui escaped mth 
only three years of captivity^ and fame 
brpken limbs, the benignant law abovfr. 
mentioned interpofed to prevent farther 
puniibm^ot, and left tlie Barpn without 
^ny legal right tp deprive Monf. da F— - 
of his inheritance. His brother^, being 
fenfibJe of this, wrote to inform him 
pf bis father'^ death, and r-ecall bim to 
Fr?nc«. He refufed to go while the iei^ 
irc-^e^fuht f^imlmi in forc^e againft 

him. 



him* 't'he Baron having left all his pa- 
pets feaied up, which hi^ younger fons 
could not open but in the prefence of 
their brother, they ^obtained a revoca^ 
tibh of the kUre-^dC'Cachet^ and feiit it to 

Monf. du F , ivho immediately fet 

off for t'rance. * 

* The Baron's eftate amounted taabout 
fout thoufahd poundsayeiar. Willing tt> 
^ avoid a tedious litigation with his bro- 
thers, Monf. du F — ^ conferited to di'^ 
vide with them this property. - But h« 
foon found reafon to repent t>f hts imu 
^prudent generoilityj thdfe very brothers, 
Hon whom be had beftowed an equal Ihare 
•6f his fortune, refufing to concur with 
him in his application to the Parliament 
of Rouen for the-revocatiori of the arrlt 
againft his marriage. Monf. du F — ?— «-, 
furprifed and fliocked at their refufal, 
•began to entertain fbme apprehenfioris 
of hisperfonal fatfety; and dreading that, 
fuppoFted by th^ authority of hi^ mo- 
ther, 2inoihtv ieUrC'-de^cucHet might be 

obtained 
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ohtvacd^gniA.him, hthzStcmid back 
to EoglaikL Xpr vas. u till after lie bad 
received aflonuKCS Uom fereral of the. 
magiftrates of Rooeo, that diey voold 
be refponfible for the lafety of bb per* 
foOf-tbat be again ventured to retam 
to France, accompanied by Madanle/ 

and -Mademoifeile du F , in order 

to obtaio the revocation of the mrH^- 
Qn. their arrival at Rouen, finding that - 
the Parliament was exiled, and that the - 
bufinefs could not be profccuted at that 
trmCj, they again came back to pais the 
winter in England. 

In the following fummer MonC and 
Madame du F arrived in France, 

ajt the great epocha of French liberty, 
on the 15th of July, 1789, the very day, 
after that on which the Baftille wai 
taken. It was then that Monf. du F-- «* 
f^U himfelf in fecurity on his fiatiye 
{hore.-*-*It ;was then that his domeftio 
comforts; .were, .no Iqnger t»n)>itti;re4i 
yiv^ the dread of being torn from his 

family 
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thM death kre4f.-*--!t ^Wtsth^A' thdt he 
no ftixtt^* feared* ihfat hl^ ttpafc ^ flight 
iM^dld be br^ik^n* by tffe <*nttstttctt of 
ruffifiirts pwpwed^ i& (frag iiitn to dtm- 
geiottSi the darknefs of wliix:h wis tferer 
v4fit«d by tfie Weffed beams of day f 

fte immediately took poffeffiott of hi^ 
ckiSitm, Atid on\y waits for the dppoitit- 
mettt of the new J\idgesi to folitit the 
revocation of the ortfi againft' his mar- 
riage, and to fecure the inheritance of 
• his eftkte to Mademoifelle da P^-*^^, 
his only daughter, who is now fifteen 
years of age, and is that very child who 
was boTii in the bofom of adverfity, and 
whofe iiiikiey wals^ e^epofed to all the 
rftiferies of want; May Ihe never ktrow 
the'affliiftioffs 6f-hfer parents, bnt may 
flie-ihhefit thek viirtties ! 

Under the ancietot goverrtmettt of 
Fr^ce, there might <mve been fome 
doubt of McfUfi 4kL P*-^— "*5 obtimng 
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the rcvtMtatrtm of the mrtt «gsiiiift Ih^ 
macrttgc^ BeneRCh the iron hand of, 
Pcfjf^otifiir^juftiGeand virtue might have ^ 
' faescm crviertbroiwtt; But happier oaieiia 
belongtoiibe hew cooftitui/ion of France^ 
The Judge!s vrill cooutience their, higb 
offiee with that dignity becoming: fo hn<* 
ptAtam a truft, by canceUing an^ a3^ of 
the moft flagrant oppreffioi^. They w4U 
confijBm that fbiemn^ that^Cacned engag6-« 
raent which Monf. and Madame dii 
P"'" have three times vowedat the al- 
tar of God !*^^which has been fanfiioned 
by laws human and divine'^^whicU htis 
becti ratified in earth and in heaven! 

NofoonerhadMonf. and Madamcdu 
F-***— taken pofleffloftof their property^ 
than they, feeoied eager ta convince us^. 
how little this chatigexof fortune vasea^ 
paMe of lobliueilatitigi for one motnent^ 
theremembrance of the friends of their 
adver(Uy« With all the earneftnefs of 
aSeSiion^jtbc;)^iovi6e4 94 to France^^nd^ 

4^ypem9cl> 



ajppcared ^Q thiitk' their prbrperhy ;in-'i 
complete, andth^ir bappinefs imperfediy i 
till we accepted the invUatian, You-: 
vill believe that we are not inrenfibl:e ' 
whneffes of the delightful change in 1 
thl?ir fortune. We have the joy of; 
feeing them, not only poffefllng all thie> 
ci>fnforts of affluence, but univerialf 
rtfpeft aaid efteem, 

-Mqnf; du F' . ' endeavours to. ba- 

flWh mifery from his poffeffions.' ilis^ 
tenants tohfider him as a father^ and- 
**} when theleyTC fees him, it Weffes him.*' ^ 
L' faid to oneof the peafants whoni I: 
met iin my walk yefterday, ♦" Je fub, 
cfaiarmee de' voir, que Monfieur eft .fi 
l^ien aime . ici/*— -Oh, pour 9a, oui,^ 
]V<adame h Sck bonne raifon, car il ne 
nous fait que du bien !'* i 

/Such is the hiftbry of Monf. du F~-*. 
^: : Has^ 

* *I ain happy to fee that Monfiear h fo much 
U)«ved.— Oh, yefi Wkim ! ^nd ^irellhe mskj; he^ 
4bes^«s BpdpBg but good. 
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Has it not the air of romance ? and are 
you not glad that the dehot^meni is hap- 
*py ^ — Does not the old fiaroYi die ex- 
actly in the right place ; at the very 
page one would choofe ? Or, if I. 
fometimes wifli that be had lived a little 
longer, it is only from that defire of 
retribution, which, in cafes ef injuftice 
and oppreffion, it is fo natural to feeK 
— It is only becaufe the knowledge of 
the overthrow of the ancient govern- 
ment would have been a fufficient pu- 
nifhment to him for all his cruelty : he 
would have fickened at the fight of ge- 
neral happinefs : the idea of liberty be- 
ing extended to the lower ranks, while, 
at the fame time, tyranny was deprived 
of its privileges, he would have found 
infupportable ; and would have abhor- 
red a country which could no longer 
boaft of a Baftille ; a country where / 
iron cages were broken down, where 
dungeons were thrown open, and where 
K juftice 
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juftice was henceforth to (hed a clear 
and fteady lights without one dark fluade 
of relief from Uttrt^^t^cachtt. 

But peace be to his aOies \ If the re« 
colleiEtioti t>f his evil deeds e}CGttes my 
indignation, it is far otherwife ivith 

Monf. aitd Madame du F* ^ Never 

did I hear their lips utter an expreffion 
of refentmcnt or difrefpeft towards his 
memory; and nevet did I, with that 
waiinth which belongs to my friendfliip 
for them, involuntarily pafs a cenfure 
on his conduft, without being made 
fenfible, by their behaviour, that I 
had done wrong. 

Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXIII. 

X Am glad you think that a friend's ha- 
ving been perfecated» impnfonedj 
maimed^ and almoft murdered, under 
the ancient governmem of France, is a 
good excufe for loving the revolution. 
What, indeed, but friendlhip, could 
have led Hiy attention from the annals 
of imagination to the records of poli- 
tics ; from the poetry to the profe of 
human life ? In vain might Ariftocrates 
have explained to me the rights of 
kingSy and Democrates have defcanted 
on the rights of the people. How ma« 
ny (ine-fpun threads of reafoning would 
my wandering thoughts have broken ; 
and how difficult ihould I have found 
it to arrange arguments and inferences 
in the cells of my brain! But, however 
dull the faculties of ray head, I caaaf- 
K 2 fure 



1^ LETTERS 

fure you, that when a propofition is 
addreffed to my heart, I have fome 
^ quicknefs of perception. I can then 
decide, in one moment, points upon 
which philofophers and legiflatorshave 
differed in all ages: nor could I be 
more convinced of the truth of any de-. 
monftration in Euclid, than I am, that, 
that fyftem of politics muft be the beft, 
by which thofe I love are made happy. 

Monf. du F 's chateau is near the 

little town of Forges, celebrated for its 
mineral waters, and much reforted to 
in fummer on that account. We went 
to the fountain, on pretence of drinking 
the waters, but in reality to fee the 
company. The firft morning we made 
our appearance, the ladies prefented us 
with nofegays of fine fpreading purple 
heath, which they called ^Bouqiuts a la 
fontaine* 

I was told, before I left England, 

that 
• Nofcgaj's of the fountain. 



FROM FRANCE. I97 

that I fliould find that Freikh liberty 
had deftroyed French urbanity^ but 
every thing I have feen and heard, 
fince my arrival in France^ has contra- 
di£led this aflertion, and led me to be- 
lieve that the French will carefully 
preferve, from the wreck of their mo* 
narchical government, the old charter 
they have fo long held of Superiority in 
politenefs. I am perfuaded the moli 
determined Deknocrates of the nation, 
whatever other privileges they may 
choofe to cxercife, will always fuffer the 
privilege of being rude to lie dormant. 
In every country it is focial pleafure 
that fheds the mod delicious flowers 
which grow on the path of life ; but in 
France flie covers the whole way with 
rofes, and the traveller can fcarcely 
mark its ruggednefs. Happy are a 
people, fo fond of talking as the French, 
in poffefling a language modelled to all 
the charming purpofes of converfation. 
K 3 Their 
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Their turn of expreifion is a diets dial 
hangs fo gracefuHy on gay ideas^ that 
you are apt to fuppofe that wit, a qua* 
lity parfimoniouffy diftributed in other 
countries, is in France as common 
as the gift of fpeecb. Perhaps that 
brilliant phrafeology whrcb dazzles a 
foreigner, may be familiar and common 
to a French ear : but how much inge*. 
nuity muft we allow to a people who 
have formed a language, of which the 
Gommon-^place phrafes give you the 
idea of wit ! 

You, who are a reader of Madame 
Brulart's works, will know, that I am 
here on a fort of claffic ground. The 
Abbaye de Bobec is but a few miles 
diftant from this chateau, and I walk 
every day in the foreft where Michel 
and Jaqueline erefted their little hut ; 
which, you may remember, having un- 
fortunately built too low to admit of 
their (landing upright, they comforted 

themfelves 
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themfehresiiritb the refiedion^ •" Qu'on 
ne pevt pas penfer a tout ;** and vhen 
they vrere once feated in their dwelling, 
in which it wai a vain attempt to ftand, 
expatiated on the comforts of being 
t" chez foi." Upon inquiry, I have 
heard that poor Jaqueline, three years 
after the happy change in her fortune^ 
was killed by a ftroke of lightning, and 
that Michel (as he was bopnd to do, be- 
ing the hero of a romanceji died of grieC 
The Abbe de Bobcc has much repu- 
tation in this part of the country for 
wifdom ; but a French gentleman, who 
dined with him yefterday, told me this 
morning, X" ^^ ^^ donn^ une indigef- 
tion de bon fens/' This is (bmething 
in the ftyle of a young Frenchman, who 
went to vifit an acquaintance of his a( 
Rotterdam, and has ever fince called 
K 4 that 

* One cannot think of every thing. 

+ At home, 

i He gave me an indigeftion of good fcnft. 
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that worthy gentlenian, *** La -raifon 
continue (comme on dit la fievre con* 
tinue) avec des rcdoublemens/' 

.An alarm has been fpread^ butwith* 
out any foundation^ that the Auftrian 
troops were marching to invade France. 
It puts me in inind of the old trick of 
the Roman patricians, who, whenever 
the plebeians grpw refraftory, called 
out, that the Equi and the Volfci were 
coming : the Equi and the Volfci^ 
•however, never came. 



* Reafoning continaedi as you would ipeak of 
a fever with frefh paroxyfms. 
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\V^ have had a/A^atthe chateau, on 
the day of St. Auguftin^ who is Monf. 

du F 's patron ; and, though Mon- 

fieur is become a Proteftant^ I hope he 
will always Ihew this mark of refpeft to 
his old friend St. Auguftin. Indeed I 
am perfuaded that Luther and Calvin, 
if they had been of our party, would 
have reconciled their minds to thefe 
charming rites of fuperftition. 

The ceremonies began with a dif- 
chargeof fufees; after which Mademoi- 

felle duF entered the faloon, where 

a great crowd were afTembled, with a 
crown of flowers in her hand, and ad- 
dreffed her father in thefe words: — 
♦" Mon tres-cher, papa, pourrois-je 
K 5 profiler 

* '* My dcarcft papa, can I chooie a more favour- 
<< able moment to wiib you an agiteable ^// than 

•♦this. 
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profiter d'un moment plus favorable 
pour vous fouhaiter line bonne fete^ que 
celui ou nos bons & vrais amis font ici 
xaflembl£$^ & s'unilfent a moi pour ci^ 
lebrer cet beureux jour? C'cft daas vos 
biens^ cher papa^ c'ell dans votre cha- 
teau^ que la Divine Providence nous 
reunite pour cbanter vos vertus^ S( ce 
courage heroique qui vous a fak fup«- 
porter tous vos malheurs. L'orage eft 
paffc ; jouiifez maintenant, cher papa^ 

du 

** tlus, when ^m boftj our fvthfol friends are heie 
** afliemhkdj and join with me in celebrating this 
<* bapff day ? It is in the midft of yoor pofleffionsi 
'< my dear papa^ it is in your chateau, that Divine 
<* Providence has re-united us, to declare yourvir- 
«< Cues, and the heroic fortitude with whidi you have 
^ fu|^ported yoQC nssfortoncs. The ftorm is paftj 
'< and yon can now, my dearpapa, eojoy thehappi- 
^' nefs you fo well deferve; and the efteem of every 
** amiable m^nd. Mayyonr child contribute to your 
** fi^city ! May the Supreme Being hear the prayers 
^ vliich I addie& to him for the pieicnration of a 
** leader iatfaer, to wham loftrmydaty, o^gra- 
•^ tkudCj and the bcft afieAions of my heavt V\ 
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da boDibeur que vous m^ritez fi bien^ de 
l*eftiaie que vous vous ties acquis dans 
tous Its c<siurs fenfibies. Que votre 
cbere enfant contribue a votre I61icite ; 
-qve l*£iernei daigne exaucer les votux 
que jelui adrefie pour la confervation 
& Ic bonfaeur d'un tendre pere^ k qui 
j'offre mes hommages^ ma reconnoif- 
fance, & les fentimeiu d^un ci£ur qui 
vous eft tout devoue/' 

She tben placed the crown of flowers 
upon his head> and he embraced her 
tenderly. A number of ladies ad- 
Tanced> prefented him with noTegays^ 
and were embraced in their turn. 

We had feen, while we were W Pari*,^ 
a charming little piece performed at the 
Theatre de Monfieur, called •' La Fedd- 
ration, ou La Famille Patriotique/' Ma- 
dame du F— ^ Cent for a copy of this 
piece, and it was now performed by the 
company affembled at the chateau. The 
tenants, with their wives and daughters, 
|C 6 formed 
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formed the mbft confiderable part of the 
audience; and I believe no play in 
ancient or modern times^ was ever ad^ 
ed with more applaufe. My fifter took 
a part in the performance^ which I de- 
clined doing, till I recolleded that one 
of the principal characters wasa ftatue; 
upon which I confented to perform*/^ 
beau rile de lajlatue. And, in the laft 
fcene, I, being the reprefentative of 
Liberty^ appeared with all her ufual 
attributes, and guarding the confe- 
crated banners of the nation, which 

.were placed oa an altar, on which was 

infcribed, in tranfparent letters, t" A 

» la Liberte, 14 Juillet, 1789/^ One of 

the performers, pointing to the ftatue, 

- fays, J" Chaque peuple a decore cette 

idole 

♦ The 'fine part of the ftatue. 

+ To Liberty, July 14th, 1789. 

% Svery nation has decorated this idol with feme 
peculiar attributes. — ^This cap has been long one 
of her moft eloquent emblems. — ^Can We not add 
fome ocheis, wiudi may, perhaps, become no lefs 
Qclebtated? 
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idole de quelques attributs qiil lui font 

particuliers. — Ce bonnet fur-tout eft de- 

venu un embleme eloquent.^ — Ne pour- 

rions-nous pas en ajouter d'autres qui 

deviendront peut-etre auffi cclebres?** 

He then unfolds a fcarf of national rib« 

band^ which had been placed at the foot 

of the altar, and adds, ♦ " Cette noble 

echarpe! — Ces couleurs fi bien afforties 

ne font-elles pas dignes de figurer auffi 

. parmi les attributs de la Libertc?" The 

fcarf was thrown over my fhoulder, and 

the piece concluded with t " Le Caril- 

Jon National :" after a grand chorus of 

Xfa ira, the performers ranged them- 

fclyes in order, and fa ira was danced :- 

ftf ira h.ung on every lip, fa ira glowed 

on every countenance! Thus do the 

French, 

* That noble fcarf! — are not its aolpicioos 
colours worthy of appearing amongft the attributes 
of Liberty? 

t The nauonal bells. 

X ItwillgoQju 
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French^ left ibcy flftouU be icnB^ed, hf 
^kafure* to ioi^get oae momem tbe caaje 
of Uberty, bind it to dieir reraembraBce 
iti the Hour of feftivifty; mth fiUets and 
fcarfs of Dadonai xibband ; conneft it 
with the fband of the viol aad the faafp^ 
and appoint it not merely to regulate the 
great movement^ oF government^ but to 
mould the figure of the danee. When 
the ootilkin vasfinilhed^ fo»e beautt&l 
fire- works were played off, and we then 
went to fupper. * ** Vous ^tes bien pla- 
eee, Monfieur/' faid MadaineduF-^-*-^- 
to a young Frenchman^ who was feaied 
between my fifter and me at table, 
t " Madaioae/' anfwered he, in a ftyle 
truly French, ^ me voili heureuxpour 
la premiere fois, a vingt-trois ans/' 

After fupper we returned to the fa- 
loonj where tfae gentlemen danced with 

the 

* You arc wcU placed> Sir. 

f I am made lu^py, Madamj for the firft tiine^ 
at three and twenty years of age* 
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the peafant girls^and the ladies with the 
peafants. A more joyous fcene^ or a fet 
of happier countenances^ my eyts never 
beheld: When I recollefted the former 
Gcuation of my friends, the ipeflacle be«- 
fore me feemed aji encbaniing vifion : 
I could not forbear, the whole evening, 
comparing the paft with the prefent; 
and, while I meant to be exceedingly 
merry, I felt that tears, which would not 
be fuppreffed, were gufliing from iny 
eyes^ — but they were tears of luxury. 



tETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 

ZjL Decree has paflfed in the National 
Aflembly, inftituting rewards for lite« 
rary merit. The propofal met with great 
oppofition from one of the Members — 
I do not wifh to remember his name, 
who faid the State flood in need of huf- 
bandmen, not poets; as if the State would 
be encumbered by having both. This 
gentleman thinks^ that, provided wheat 
and oats flourifh, the culture of mind 
may be difpenfed with; and that^ if the 
fpade and harrow are Iharpened, the quill 
of genius may be ftripped of all its fea- 
thers. ^Mais, vivc I* AJfemblee Nationalc ! 
—they have determined never to abolifh 
the nobility of the Mufes, or deprive the 
fine arts t dc kurs droits honorijiqucs. 

A-propo$ 

* Long live the National Aflembly* 
.. t Of their honorary rights 
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A-propos of poets. — The French have 
conquered many old prejudi<;es, but 
their prejudice againft Shakefpeare ftiU 
exifts. They well know, that though 
in England it is our policy, or our plea-^ 
.fure, to have, an oppofition on every 
other fubjeft, we have not one diffent- 
ing voice about Shakefpeare; and there* 
fore they allow that he may, perhaps, 
deferve to be the idol of the Britifh 
nation, a fort of hoUfehold god whom 
we delight to honour; but they have 
gods of their own to whom they pay 
honiage, and have little idea that Shake- 
fpeare was not only the glory of England^ 
but of human nature. It would be a 
hopelefs attempt to convince them, that 
the genius of their bo^fted Corneille 
bas fomething of the proud and affefled 
greatnefs of Lewis the Fourteenth, while 
that of Shakefpeare has more affinity to 
the noble dignified fimplicity qf Henry 
the Fourth. They repeat^ till yo,u are 

weary 
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weary of the remark, that Frecich tra- 
gedies are regular dramas, while Shakes- 
fare's plays are monfters. This re*. 
minds me of Boileao's anfwer to an 
author who had brought him a piay to 
read, of which Boileau difapprgcved. 
iSir, exclaimed the enraged author, I 
defy malice to foy that my piece tranf- 
greffes any one of the rules* ** Why, 
Sir,'* replied Bolleau, " it tmnfgreffci 
the firft rule of all, that of keeping the 
reader awake.**' 

The yoiiing gentleman who, as I men^ 
tioned to you, was iconfined at St. Yon, 
in the cell adjoining Monf. do F ■ - ■■ . ■ % 
^nd with whom he ufed to convc^fe in 
whifpers through a hole in the wal}« is 
come to pay a vifit at the ckdUM. Thig 
ybung man went very early iwio the 
army : btrt, at the age of twenty, his 
father being at St. I>omingo, and his 
mother confidoring her ion as a fpy 
upon her conduft, whith was fiich as 

fhrupk 
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flmink firom inljpeQioii^obuined a idtre^ 
de^cadtti againft htm, and he was con* 
fined three years at Sl Yoa» He has 
told me» that, after the firft year^ he loft 
all hope of ever regaining his liberty. 
A morbid melancholy feized his mind ; 
he lay ftretched on the iame bed for 
two years»and fomedraes refufed to tafte 
food for feveral days together. When 
4iii father, at his return from St. Do- 
mingo, came to liberate him, he vas fo 
feeble that he was unable to walk. 

His £tther again left France and the 
brother of this young man has fufiered 
a fate eren more fevcre than himfel£ 
At the age of fifteen, be was guilty of 
fome indifcrctions. which incurred the 
refentment of his unrelenting mother, 
and another lettrt^c^aehet was obtain- 
ed. — ** Is there any caufe in nsrture that 
makes thefc hard hearts P"— He was 
confined ten years, and only releafed 
when ail the prifons were thrown open, 

by 
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by order of the National Aflembljr. 
But for this unhappy young man their 
mercy came too late — His reafon was 
gone for ever ! and he was led out of 
his prifon^ at the age of five and twenty, 
a maniac. When the fenfibility with 
which his brother relates thefe family 
misfortunes melts us into tears, we are 
told, * qtu la trijlejfe ejl la maladie du 
charbon Anglois, and will never be to- 
lerated in France* 

You will not be furprifed to hear 
that Monf. du F— — has, with great 
complacency, relinquiflied his title; 
and that, being a cudevant captive, 
as well as a ci-devant Barox, he feels 
that the enjoyment of perfonal fecurity, 
the fweetnefs of domeftic comfort, in 
fliort, that the common rights of man 
are of more value than he ever found 
the rights of nobility in the folitude of 
-his dungeon. He is ready to acknow- 

ledge, 
* Melancholy is the difcafe of Englifli coal-fircs. 
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ledge^ that confinement in a fubtcrra. 
neous cell, a fall from a height of fifty 
feet, and the frafiure of his limbs, are 
things which even the title of Baron 
can fcarcely counterbalance; and he 
therefore drinks a libation, every day 
after dinner, * a la /ante de VAJfemblee 
NaiionaU, though they have deprived 
him of the foothing epithet of Mon- 
feigneur. We, however, ihall foon 
ceafe to pledge him in this toad. The 
day of our departure draws near. We 
muft leave the charming focicty at the 
chateau — ^we muft leave the peafants 
dance under the fhade of the old elms, 
while the fetting fun pours ftrcams of 
liquid gold through the foliage — we 
muft leave t le maitrc de violon, quife ride 
en riant y avec fa malheureufe figure. — All 
this muft we leave ! — To-morrow is the 

laft 
• To the health of the National Affcmbly. 

■t The player on the violin, who, with his mifc- 
rable figure, has become wrinked from laughing. 
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laft day of our refidence at the chaieau. 
What a defelafte word is that monofyU 
lable of /^ — ^how fadf bow emphatical 
its meaning I-^-^Tlvere is fbmething in it 
which gives the mo& indifferent things 
an intereft in our affeflions. — I am fare 
I could write a volume with this little 
word for my text; but I may as well 
explain myfelf in one lino— I am forry 
to leave France ! 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 

London. 

VV E left France early in September^ 

that we might avoid the equinoctial 

gaies; but were fo unfortunate as to 

meet, in our paffage from Dieppe to 

Brighton, with a very violent ftorm. 

We were two days and two nights at fca« 

and beat four and twenty hours off the 

coaA of Brighton; and it would be dif- 

ftcult for you, wbo have formed your 

calculations of time on dry land, to gue& 

wiiat is the length of four and twenty 

hours in a ftorm at fea. At laft, with 

great difficulty, we landed on the beach, 

where we found feveral of tHir friends 

and acquaintance, who, fuppofing that 

we might be among the palTengers, 

fympathiied with our danger, and were 

anxious for our prefervation. 

firefiore the ftorm became To fertous as 

to 
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to exclude every idea but that of prepa- 
ring to die with compofure, I could not 
help being diverted with' the comments 
on French cuftoms, and French politics, 
which paffed in the cabin. " Ah !" fays, 
one man to his companion, " one had 
need to go to France, to know how to 
like old England when one gets back 
again." — '* For my part,*' rejoined an- 
other^ " I've never been able to get 
drunk once the whole time I was in 
France — not a drop of porter to be had 

and as for their viftuals, they call a 

bit of meat of a pound and a half, a fine 
piece of roaft beef."—" And pray,*' 
added he, turning to one of the failors, 
" What do you think of their National 
AfTembly ?" " Why," fays the failor, 
"if I ben't miftaken, the National 
Affembly has got fome points from the 
wind." 

I own it has furprifed me not a little, 
fince I came to London, to find that moft 
ef my acquaintance are of the fame opi« 



nion 
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nion with thefailor. Every vifitorbrings 
me intelligence from France full of dif- 
may and horror. I hear of nothing but 
crimes, affaffinations, torture, and death. 
I am told that everyday witnefles a con- 
fpiracy; that every town is the fceneof 
amaflacre; that every ftreet IS blackened 
with a g?illows, and every highway de- 
luged with blood. I hear thefe things, 
and repeat to myfelf — Is this the pifture 
of France ? Are thefe the images of 
that univerfal joy which called tearsinto 
my eyes, and made my heart throb with 
fympathy ? — Tome, tbelandw^hich thefe 
mighty magicianshave fuddenly covered 
with darknefs, where, waving their evil 
wand, they have reared the difmal fcaf- 
fold, have clotted the knife of the affar^ 
fin with gore, have called forth the 
fliriek of defpair, and the agony of tor- 
ture — to me, this land of defolation ap- 
peared dreffed in additional beauty be- 
neath the genial fmile of Liberty. The 
woods Teemed to caft a more refrefhing 
L (hade. 
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ihade^ and the lawns to wear a brighter 
verdure, while the carols of freedom 
burft from the cottage of the peafant^ 
and the voice of joy refounded on the 
hill, and in the valley. 

Muft I be told, that my mind is per-, 
verted, that I am become dead to all fed^ 
f&tions of fympathy, becaufe I do not 
weep with thofe who have loft apart of 
their fuperfluities, rather than rejoice 
that the oppreffed are protefted, that the 
wronged are redrefled, that the captive 
is fet at liberty, and that the poor have 
bread? Did the Univerfal Parent of the 
human race implant the feelings of pity 
in the heart, that they fhould be confined 
to the artificial wants of vanity, the ideal 
deprivations of greatnefs ; that^ they 
fliould be fixed beneath the dome of the 
palace, or locked within the gate of the 
chateau; without extending one commi- 
ferating figh to the wretched hamlet, as 
if its familhedinhabitants, though npten- 
nobled by man, did not bear, at leaft, 

2 the 
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the enfigns of nobility (lamped on our 
nature by God ? 

Muft I hear the charming focieties^ in 
which I found all the elegant graces of 
the moft polifhed manners^ all the amia« 
ble urbanity of liberal and cultivated 
minds^ compared with the moft rude, fe- 
rocious, and barbarous levellers that 
ever exifted ? Really, fome of my Eng- 
lifh acquaintance, whatever objeBions 
they may have to republican principles, 
do, ia their difcuffions of French poli^ 
lies, adopt a moft free and republican 
fiyle of cenfure. Nothing can be more 
democratical than their mode of ex- 
preiiion, or difplay a more levelling 
fpiritthan th^eir unqualified contempt 
of all the leaders of the revolution. 

^^t is not my intention to ftiiver lances, 
in every fociety I enter, in the caufe of 
the National Affembly. Yet I cannot 
help remarking, that, fince the Affembly 
does not prefume to fetitfclf up as aa 
example to this country, we feem to 
L 2 have 
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have very little right to be furioiifly an- 
gry, becaufe^ they think proper to try 
another fyftem of government therfi- 
felves. Why fhould they not be fafFer- 
ed to make an experiment in politics? I 
have always been told, that the improve- 
ment of every fcience depends upon ex- 
periment. But I now hear, that, inftead 
of their new attempt to form the great 
machine of focicty upon a fimplc prin- 
Gipleofgeneralamity,upon the Federa- 
tion of its members, they ought to 
have repaired the feudal wheels and 
fprings, by which theiranceftors direfted 
its movements. Yet, if mankind had 
always obferved this retrograde motion, 
it would furely have led them to few 
acquifitipns in virtue, or in knowledge ; 
and we might even have been worfhip- 
ping the idols of paganifm at this mo- 
ment. To forbid, under the pains and 
penalties of reproach, all attempts of 
the human mind to advance to greater 

perfection. 
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perfeQion^ feems to be profcribing 
every art and fcience: and we cannot 
much wonder that the French, having 
received fo fmall a legacy of public 
happinefs from their forefathers, and 
being fenfiblc of the poverty of their 
own patrimony^ (hould try new methods 
of tranfmitting a richer inheritance ta 
their pofterity. 

Perhaps the improvements which 
mankind may be capable of making in 
the art of politics, may have fome re- 
femblance to thofe they have made in 
the art of navigation. Perhaps our po- 
litical plans may have hitherto been 
fomewhat like thofe ill-conftrufted mif- 
fhapen veffels, which, unfit to combat 
with the winds and waves, were only 
ufed by the ancients to convey the 
warriors of one country to deipoil and 
ravage another neighbouring ftate; 
only ferved to produce an intercourfe 
of hoftility, a communication of injury^ 

an 
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an exchange of rapine and devaftation, 
— But it may poffibly be within the 
compafs of human ability ^ form a 
fyjiem of politics^ which like a modern 
ihip of difcovery^ built upon principles 
that defy the oppofition of the tem« 
peftuous elements^ ('* and paflions are 
ihe elements of life*' — ) inftead of 
yielding to their fury makes them fub« 
fervient to its purpofe^ and failing fub- 
limely over the untracked ocean^ unites 
thofe together whom nature feemed for 
ever to have feparated^ and throws a 
line of connexion acrofs the divided 
world. 

One caufe of the general diflike ixt 
which the French revolution is held ia 
this country^ is the exaggerated ilories 
which are carefully circulated by fuch 
of the ariftocrates as have taken re- 
fuge* in England. They are not all, 
hotnever, perfons of this defcription. 
There b now a young gentleman in 

London, 



TROM FRANCE. 223 

London, nephew to the Bifhop de Sens, 
vrho has loft his fortune, his rank, all his 
high expeflations, and yet who has the 
generofity to applaud the revolution, 
and the magnanimity to reconcile him- 
felf to perfonal calamities, from the 
confideration of general good; and 
who is " faithful found" to his country, 
^* among the faithlefs." I hope this 
amiable young Frenchman will live to 
witnefs, and to (hare the honours, the 
profperity, of that regenerated country; 
and I alfo hope that the National Af- 
fembly of France will anfwer the ob- 
jeftions of its adverfaries in the manner 
moft becoming its own dignity, by 
forming fuch a conftitution as will ren- 
der the French nation virtuous, flou- 
rilhing, and happy. 
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